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“ If I think a 
part of the 
textbook is 
boring I ﬁnd




Judge Ruth” entered the classroom to the sound of the gavel for her ﬁrst criminal justice class of the year. Assisted by a 
“primed” bailiff, she proceeded to call out 
students’ names, arraigning each of them on 
charges ranging from auto theft to shoplifting 
to armed robbery. After asking each of them if 
they had counsel, the defendants’ classmates 
gradually began acting as defense lawyers. 
But they were all “sold down the river,” says 
Professor Ruth Harthoorn Kocisko with a 
chuckle. Kocisko, a former criminal defense 
attorney, is an instructor in Dordt’s new criminal 
justice program.
 “If I think a part of the textbook is boring I 
ﬁnd a way to liven it up,” Kocisko says. 
 Two weeks after the courtroom scene, 
students in her criminal investigation class 
were taken outside of the building to ﬁnd 
yellow police tape around a large area in front 
of the campus. They became part of a crime 
scene investigation, taking on assigned roles 
as reporters, photographers, sketchers, and 
detectives. Their task was to ﬁnd out as much 
as they could about a ﬁctitious crime for which 
Kocisko had planted evidence. Kocisko played 
the role of an FBI agent and, wearing a shirt 
and cap identifying her as such, coordinated 
the investigation. She had “come from Omaha 
to direct police academy students in a search to 
recover evidence.”
 The students were taught to use the 
triangulation method of sketching a site.  The 
triangulation method measures the distances 
from stationary objects to the crime scene, and is 
particularly useful in outdoor scenes.
 “They even found evidence that I had not 
planted, like a piece of glass and pieces of apple, 
which could contain DNA. It did take two 
searches to recover a set of car keys, though.” 
 Students responded to the event in journal 
entries. One wrote, “I think I was expecting 
the evidence to be more obvious than it was,” 
and another, “Investigating a crime scene is 
much more involved than I previously thought.” 
Members of the class became convinced of 
the value of the techniques they were being 
taught. One wrote, “The worth of the grid search 
pattern was proven in our search. We were able 
to ﬁnd a set of keys that we missed in the ﬁrst 
pass. These keys could be a very valuable piece 
of evidence in catching the perpetrator,” and 
another wrote, “Being a crime scene investigator 
is a very tedious and meticulous job that requires 
a lot of hard work, a strong imagination, and an 
understanding of criminals and how they think.”
 Kocisko tries to ﬁnd a balance between using 
hands-on learning activities and presenting 
material. “I think any method used all the 
time gets old,” she says. “Teaching methods 
have changed for the better,” she says, citing 
statistics that show that doing the “real thing” 
or simulating real activities improves students’ 
retention signiﬁcantly.
 Kocisko is ﬁnding that she’s very busy but 
invigorated by the career change she’s made. 
She served for twenty-two years as a court- 
appointed defense attorney in Washington, D.C., 
working primarily on juvenile criminal cases 
and child abuse and neglect cases. And although 
she has not worked as a law enforcement ofﬁcer, 
she has much to teach her students.
 “Lawyers are always looking critically at 
the work of police ofﬁcers,” she says. “I hope 
to train them to avoid making the mistakes that 
helped me win cases.”
 She also wants to help students develop a 
perspective on law enforcement that challenges 
them to take seriously how their faith shapes 
their work as a police ofﬁcer, detective, lawyer,  
or social worker.
(continued on page 2)
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Criminal justice program launched
Students in the new criminal justice course participated in a simulated crime scene investigation during their second week of  class.
“ It's really 
important in the 
criminal system to 








literature, needs to 
be reformed by the 
Word of God.
”
(continued from page 1)
 “It’s sometimes hard for 
Christians not to feel superior,” 
she says, adding, “It’s really 
important in the criminal justice 
system to treat people with 
compassion.” In response to the 
many macho attitudes she’s seen 
in law enforcement ofﬁcers, she 
believes that to be effective they 
must follow Jesus’ example of 
reaching out to those who are 
downtrodden, to treat them with 
dignity. She asks her class “Do 
you think Jesus was a wimp [for 
being compassionate]?
 “We cannot feel that [in the 
criminal system] people are 
beneath us,” she says. “They 
too are made in God’s image. 
It’s unbiblical to act ‘holier than 
thou.’” She believes that having 
the right attitude will make a 
better law ofﬁcer.
 But it takes more than a 
good attitude to make a good 
law enforcement ofﬁcer. That’s 
why Kocisko set up the crime 
scene investigation. Students 
have to learn to pay meticulous 
attention to detail and develop 
good work habits. The arrest 
rates for crimes is astoundingly 
low—less than eighteen percent 
for property crimes, twenty-
six percent for robbery, forty-
seven percent for rape, and 
sixty-three percent for criminal 
homicide. She is giving her 
students instruction not only in 
how evidence is gathered but 
in interview and interrogation 
techniques and writing reports 
so they can effectively pass on 
information they’ve gathered.
 Kocisko is doing more 
than simulating crimes and 
courtrooms to get her students 
involved in real life cases. Her 
students are also required to read 
and learn everything they can 
on a variety of current and past 
high-proﬁle cases. Students are 
following the Scott Petersen, 
Kobe Bryant, Mark Hacking, 
Kansas City serial murders, and 
Michael Jackson cases as well 
as reading about Ted Kaczynski, 
Timothy Mc Veigh, Jeffrey 
Dahmer, and other cases that have 
had much written about them.
 Three weeks into the 
semester Judge Ruth appeared 
again, to help teach criminal 
law. Making the class the 
jury, Kocisko set up a case, 
presenting the prosecuting 
attorney’s case, then the defense 
attorney’s case, and ﬁnally 
sitting on the bench to give 
the jurors instructions. She 
intentionally made the case a 
close one so they would have to 
wrestle with the complexities 
that make up most court cases. 
The jury was deadlocked. An 
effort to come to consensus 
only hardened their positions. 
Fortunately they were “saved 
by the bell.” But as they left 
Kocisko reminded them that in 
real life too many hung juries 
are not good for anyone. The 
process needs to work, and they 
need to learn how to make it 
work.
Dr. Carl E. Zylstra
The reporter was intrigued.  “Isn’t it unusual,” he asked me, “that a Christian college would 
become involved in 
biotechnology? Usually 
it seems, Christians 
try to avoid such 
issues.” Two weeks 
later, a statewide media 
columnist cornered me 
at a gathering in Des 
Moines with a similar 
comment. Because 
he was a little more 
familiar with Dordt 
College, his only 
remarks were, “This is 
a national story that you 
really need to get out 
and publicize. That a 
small Christian college 
links up with a cutting- 
edge biotechnology initiative is truly 
unique.  You need to push this because 
you’re the only ones doing it.”
 What both of these journalists were 
reacting to was the announcement 
that Dordt College had developed a 
cooperative agreement with Trans Ova 
Genetics to work together in developing 
our emerging biotechnology emphasis as 
well as to broaden the options available 
in our already existing agriculture 
program. (See details of this agreement 
elsewhere in this issue of the Voice.) What 
confounded these media analysts was that 
Christians were actually engaging key 
issues of cultural development rather than 
running from them. They could hardly 
believe it.
 Now I must admit to being somewhat 
amused—or perhaps bemused—by 
this attention. As a Reformed Christian 
academic institution, a decision by Dordt 
College to explore the 
ﬁeld of biotechnology, as 
included in our recently 
adopted strategic plan, 
almost seems like a no-
brainer. After all, this 
area of life, just as much 
as engineering, business, 
computer science and 
literature, needs to be 
reformed by the Word 
of God.  This area of 
life, just as much as 
art, theater, music, and 
historical studies, needs 
to be brought under the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ 
who claims all of human 
existence as his.
 Still, my encounter with these 
reporters is another reminder of how 
unusual a comprehensive biblical 
approach to scholarship and education 
really is. Sometimes those of us who work 
from a Reformed perspective become so 
familiar with it that we start to assume 
that everyone else must think this way as 
well. By contrast, the incidents mentioned 
above make clear that the media fails 
to perceive Christians as being eager to 
apply their efforts in these new, emerging, 
and ethically difﬁcult areas of life.
 Maybe that’s because too many 
Christians give the impression that the 
way to be truly Christian in our approach 
to technology is simply to ﬁght against 
it all. Perhaps Christian colleges and 
universities have failed to take the lead 
in ensuring that the Lord’s Word is heard 
in today’s challenging discussions about 
animal cloning and genetically modiﬁed 
organisms, as well as transgenic crops and 
livestock. Maybe it’s not just the media’s 
perception. Maybe Christians have been 
far too content to respond to such cultural 
developments simply by being against 
them.
 Gratefully, Dordt College now has 
a fifty-year history of not simply being 
“against it” when it comes to cultural 
development.  We ask instead, is this new 
development in culture or technology 
being shaped to serve the coming of 
God’s kingdom in keeping with his law 
or is it being developed in rebellion 
against him and his ways?  After all, 
that’s why we have had an agriculture 
department and an engineering 
department for the last twenty-ﬁve 
years. And that’s why we have just 
added health science, computer science, 
and criminal justice programs: so that 
Christian graduates can enter these fields 
equipped to shape and (re)form them in 
keeping with God’s created order and its 
redemption in Jesus Christ.  
 If we’re faithful in doing that sort of 
obedient scholarship, then perhaps we 
shouldn’t mind when people are confused 
because our college seems different from 
what they had expected. In fact, if simply 
serving the kingdom of God in every area 
of life does make us unusual, then we 
should include in our Jubilee celebrations 
a prayer that God will allow us to keep 
confounding the media for the next half 
century and for years beyond. 
Criminal justice program begins
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Confounding the media
Professor Ruth Kocisko gave her students rubber gloves and coverings for their 
shoes for the crime scene investigation.
Dr. Carl E. Zylstra
Sally Jongsma
Every summer students land interesting internship or study opportunities. That’s nothing new. 
What is “new” is the enthusiasm and 
renewed motivation that students bring back 
to campus after these experiences. That 
enthusiasm is partly because they’re putting 
abstract information to concrete use: they 
realize that what they are learning is going 
to be useful in their profession. It’s also 
because they learn that they’re up to the 
task.
 “I feel like I’m ﬁnally heading in a 
direction,” says Eric Van Otterloo, who 
worked in the lab of Dr. Grazyna Rajkowska 
at the University of Mississippi Medical 
School this summer. “I’ve found my courses 
interesting and I love science, but doing 
something like this opens my eyes to the 
possibilities out there,” he says. “Now I 
know I can do this.” He was exposed to 
rigorous cutting-edge research in the ﬁeld of 
psychiatric neuroscience.
 Van Otterloo, who intends to work in 
forensics, studied the brains of elderly 
suicide victims and those of a “normal” 
control group to gather data for a study 
of the pathology of mental illnesses such 
as depression, bipolar manic depressive 
disorder, and schizophrenia. Rajkowska’s 
lab works in collaboration with the lab of 
her husband, Dr. Craig Stockmeier (‘77), 
to identify abnormalities so that better 
therapies can be developed.
 Van Otterloo studied different types of 
cells. His ﬁndings, taken alongside studies 
of younger brains, suggest that late onset 
depression is different from depression that 
manifests itself earlier in life.
 “Eric made a signiﬁcant contribution 
to important ongoing research,” says 
Rajkowska. “He was a credit to Dordt 
College as a mature, focused worker with a 
deep knowledge of biology, computers, and 
creative writing.”
 Gloria Ayee spent part of her summer 
at the University of Iowa in a program 
for students from under-represented or 
minority groups who are interested in law 
as a profession. The competitive program, 
which included forty students from across 
the nation, gave students a short but 
intensive introduction to the law profession. 
Classes on such things as criminal justice, 
international law, and writing skills were 
accompanied by sessions giving tips for 
applying to law schools and taking the 
LSAT. Participants also talked with lawyers 
and judges and visited law ﬁrms.
 “It was academically challenging, giving 
us an idea of what law school would be 
like,” says Ayee. She says it gave her a 
sense of urgency about getting into a good 
law school and a renewed commitment to 
keeping a high GPA so she could do so. It 
also made her choose courses she might not 
have considered taking before. This year 
she’s taking Latin and micro-economics 
because she’s come to understand how 
important it is to have a broad background 
in a variety of areas if she is to be a good 
lawyer.
 Ayee, who received a stipend for the 
session, plans to practice international 
corporate law. Having lived in Ghana, 
Kenya, South Africa, and the United States, 
Ayee looks forward working with people 
from countries around the world.
 Carrie Spronk says she felt extremely 
privileged to be able to study with David 
Higgs at the Eastman School of Music 
this summer. Spronk, who was awarded a 
scholarship for further organ study after 
winning a competition last year, pursued 
the opportunity with advice from Dr. Joan 
Ringerwole, a graduate of Eastman, and 
assistance from an aunt who teaches at 
Eastman. Spronk had played for Higgs two 
years ago when he was on the Dordt College 
campus.
 In addition to learning a great deal, 
Spronk says the experience has made her 
more motivated than ever. “Taking lessons 
from someone who has performed and 
recorded all over the world is inspiring,” 
she says. During her two weeks at Eastman, 
she performed pieces that she already knew 
well so she could beneﬁt from instruction 
on ﬁner points of playing them. She learned 
new techniques and came to value the 
beneﬁt of having different perspectives on 
how to perform a piece.
 “Just being there was encouraging and 
motivating,” Spronk says. The level of 
excellence and the opportunity to interact 
with other organists was something that 
conﬁrmed her desire to go on to graduate 
school once she leaves Dordt.
 Ethan Koerner was looking for a 
summer internship that would give him 
a sense of what working in the world of 
professional theater would be like. He also 
wanted some concrete experience to add to 
his resume. He did both by working at the 
Santa Fe Opera, a premier opera house with 
one of the biggest internship programs in 
this country. Koerner, who is interested in 
technical theater, was part of a stage crew 
of eighteen people who changed the sets 
daily. The Santa Fe Opera had ﬁve shows in 
repertory this summer, with a different show 
each night. 
 “I learned so much about the way 
technical theater operates on a professional 
level,” he says. He learned backstage 
etiquette—to be invisible, quiet, polite, and 
not cause offense. He learned ways to get 
sets on and off stage more efﬁciently.
 While Koerner found being part of big 
theatrical opera productions intriguing, it 
was the technical aspect that was most eye 
opening. “They’re so much bigger and more 
elaborate than normal theater,” he says of 
the sets.
 Koerner partially credits the opportunity 
to his presence at the American College 
Theatre Festival in Denver last January 
when All My Sons, in which he had a lead 
role, was performed at the festival. He 
interviewed for an internship while there 
and was selected based on his three years 
of acting in main stage productions and 
helping with technical theater at Dordt 
College. 
 Koerner, who thinks he might eventually 
like to teach on the college level, plans to 
go to graduate school to work in technical 
theater. Like the others, his summer 
experience has convinced him he’s ready for 
the challenge.
Students ﬁnd they’re “up to the 
task” in summer internships
Dordt awarded 
grant to keep 
campus safe
The Department of Justice’s Ofﬁce On Violence Against 
Women in the U.S. has awarded 
Dordt College a grant of $197,172 
as part of the government’s 
“Reduce Violent Crimes Against 
Women on Campus Program.” 
 The grants were awarded 
to institutions of higher 
education that have applied for 
and expressed a willingness 
to develop comprehensive, 
coordinated responses to violent 
crimes against women on 
campuses and in the community, 
including sexual assault, 
stalking, domestic violence, 
dating violence, or simply 
oppressive behavior. 
 Dordt College became 
aware of available Violence 
Against Women grant funding 
through the college’s Social 
Work Program Director, Dr. Jim 
Vanderwoerd, who serves on 
the board of the Family Crisis 
Center of Northwest Iowa. 
Vanderwoerd said that because 
violence against women is not a 
widespread problem on campus 
or in the community it’s easy to 
pretend it doesn’t exist. 
 “This is about being pro-
active and raising awareness 
of the problem without raising 
alarm,” he said. Vanderwoerd 
assisted social work majors in 
conducting a student survey 
last fall at Dordt College, 
Northwestern College and NICC 
(Northwest Iowa Community 
College). Data from that survey 
indicated that despite a rural, 
religious, and traditional setting, 
Northwest Iowa is not immune 
violence and sexual assault.
 The Family Crisis Center and 
local law enforcement agencies 
will work together with Dordt 
College. It is anticipated that 
this group effort will produce 
resources that may be made 
available to other area colleges 
to assist them in developing 
similar safe campus programs.
Distinguished Scholar named
 David Vos, an agriculture 
major from Lynden, Washington, 
was named one of this year's 
Distinguished Scholars. Vos's 
name was not included in the 
list of recipients printed in the 
Spring Voice. Distinguished 
Scholars receive $9000 
renewable for each of their four 
years at Dordt College.
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Eric Van Otterloo studied brain abnormalities of 
people who had suffered from depression.
Gloria Ayee (second from right) and other Hubbard Fellows pose with the Honorable Ann Williams, Federal 
Judge, in the United States Court of Appeals Courtroom in Chicago during the Philip G. Hubbard Law School 
Preparation Program.
Carrie Spronk spent two weeks at the Eastman 







Business Reform magazine has named Dordt College 
among the top ten U.S. 
business colleges in four 
separate categories in the 
September/October issue of 
that publication. In their proﬁle 
of business institutions, the 
magazine said the schools 
named to their list “are those 
that are taking steps to educate 
students in how work and faith 
interact on an essential level.” 
 After evaluating more than 
100 colleges and universities 
nationwide, the schools that 
emerged were noted for “their 
dedication to producing strong 
Christian business leaders that 
are impacting all areas of the 
marketplace for the glory of 
God.” 
  Four criteria were used in 
the magazine’s college proﬁles: 
 1) How biblical is the 
foundation of the business 
program? 
  2) How much of an 
emphasis is placed on running 
a business versus just teaching 
students to get a job?  
 3)  How did each of the 
schools’ business department 
heads rank other programs in 
overall quality? 
 4) What colleges offered 
the most business degrees and 
courses? 
 This year was the ﬁrst time 
Business Reform magazine 
surveyed and researched 
college and university business 
programs. The magazine expects 
to make it an annual tradition. 
Dordt College has broken into the top ten, according to U.S. News and World Report’s 2005 ranking 
of “America’s Best Colleges.” 
 Dordt College ofﬁcials have been 
notiﬁed the college is ranked number 
eight this year in a listing of 108 Midwest 
Comprehensive Colleges. That’s another 
move up the list, up ten from a ranking of 
number eighteen in 2003, and from thirteen 
on last year’s listing.
 “We’re extremely excited about this 
recognition,” said Dr. Carl Zylstra in 
response to the report. “The rankings 
validate what we have been doing here as a 
Christian college and prove to prospective 
students and their parents that this college 
is worth their attention and consideration.”  
Zylstra added that the U.S. News rankings 
are important because they are based on 
careful analysis of up to ﬁfteen indicators 
of academic excellence, including 
academic reputation, retention of students, 
faculty resources, 
student selectivity and 
ﬁnancial resources.
 Dordt College 
has consistently 
ranked high in the 
U.S. News listings, 
being noted in one 
or more categories 
for twelve years 
running. The upward 
movement toward 
the top of the list 
indicates continued 
progress on the part 
of Dordt College 
in enhancing 
the academic 
experience of students by lowering average 
class sizes, ensuring that ﬁrst year students 
acclimate well to a college environment, 
and maintaining a student/faculty ratio 
of ﬁfteen to one. Other factors that can 
be attributed to Dordt 
College’s high ranking 
include the fact that the 
college continues to be 
viewed favorably by its 
peer institutions and has 
an alumni giving rate that 
is at least eight percent 
higher than any other 
Midwest comprehensive 
college.
 The ranking places 
Dordt College in the 
top tier among four tiers 
listed in the report.  The 
Comprehensive Colleges 
category, of which Dordt 
College is a part, includes 
institutions that focus on 
undergraduate education and offer a range 
of degree programs in both the liberal arts 
and in professional ﬁelds such as business, 
nursing and education.
College ranks high in U.S. News Campus
Capsules
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Research conducted by two Dordt College agriculture majors 
at Ocheda Orchard near 
Worthington, Minnesota, 
may help develop more 
environmentally friendly pest 
control methods for raising 
apples.
 Lindsay Cameron from 
Rugby, North Dakota, and Chris 
Boomsma from South Holland, 
Illinois, compared conventional 
pesticide control of harmful 
insects in apple orchards with 
Integrated Pest Management 
(IPM) methods. Their research 
indicates that harmful insects 
such as the codling moth may 
be controlled by introducing 
a combination of alternative 
methods, including pheromone 
mating disruptors, parasitoid 
wasps that hatch within and 
consume host moth eggs, and 
crops that attract and feed 
beneﬁcial insect populations.
 The Minnesota Department 
of Agriculture has posted the 
research results of the two-year 
project on their website, http://
www.mda.state.mn.us/ipm/
cmresearch.htm
 The research was conducted 
through an agriculture 
directed-study course offered 
at Dordt College, comparable 
to what some universities 
refer to as an “undergraduate 
thesis.” With funding from 
both Dordt College and 
the Ocheda Orchard, the 
students each contributed 
more than 100 hours to 
preliminary research; acquiring 
project supplies; contacting 
researchers, producers, and 
experts; performing weekly 
ﬁeld activities; analyzing the 
data; writing and presenting 
their ﬁndings and seeking 
publication.
 “The Dordt agriculture 
department has been exceptional 
at not only teaching us, but in 
giving us the unique opportunity 
to put our ‘book knowledge’ 
to practical use and therefore 
hopefully allowed us to help the 
apple producers of the region,” 
said Chris Boomsma regarding 
the project.
 The concept for the study 
originated with Val Nystrom, a 
Dordt College alumna who is 
the daughter of Chuck Nystrom, 
owner and operator of Ocheda 
Orchard. 
 “As the public and growers 
alike begin to weigh the beneﬁts 
and drawbacks of conventional 
pest control practices, more 
individuals are becoming 
increasingly concerned about 
the effects of pesticides on 
food and the environment,” 
commented Boomsma. “With 
the rise in the popularity of 
certiﬁed organic foods, we 
felt that it would be beneﬁcial 
to examine the pest control 
measures necessary to grow 
food in this setting.”
 Based on observations 
and data collected during the 
2003 growing season, the 
research duo concluded that 
IPM methods of pest control 
can produce comparable results 
to conventional methods, 
with similar cost, and with 
the added advantage of being 
more environmentally friendly. 
They noted, however, that 
the credibility of the ﬁndings 
is limited because the study 
only involves one growing 
season, in a year when the 
codling moth population (the 
prominent and most damaging 
apple pest) was unusually low 
due to low precipitation levels. 
Before growers implement 
IPM methods of pest control in 
apple orchards, further scientiﬁc 
experimentation must be done 
to fully test the beneﬁts and 
drawbacks of this alternative 
method of pest control.
 “Ocheda Orchard was 
incredibly helpful,” noted 
Boomsma. “Few orchards 
would have donated the time 
and resources that the Ocheda 
Orchard supplied us with. From 
start to ﬁnish, Chuck Nystrom 
was always there helping us 
out.”
 Experimentation at Ocheda 
Orchard required a designated 
alternative plot, where grass 
lanes were replaced with 
buckwheat, red clover, and 
a mix of several ﬂowering 
species ofﬁcially named Good 
Bug Blend®. These crops were 
intended to attract beneﬁcial 
insects, which in turn control 
the harmful insect population. 
Until these lanes ﬂowered, an 
alternative food source of corn 
syrup, brewer’s yeast, powdered 
milk and Good Bug Blend® was 
smeared on wooden stakes that 
were capped with plastic yogurt 
cups to protect them from 
precipitation. 
 Throughout the growing 
season, sticky trap cards and 
pheromone traps were placed 
throughout the orchard. These 
were then frozen and analyzed 
to compare the number and 
types of insects in both regions 
of the orchard.
 During apple harvest 
any apples with evidence of 
insect damage were weighed 
separately to determine 
percentage of apples sustaining 
damage compared to the total 
pounds of apples harvested.
 The ﬁeld research, especially 
in a beautiful orchard such 
as the Nystrom’s, was a 
pleasure, said Cameron and 
Boomsma. Both appreciated 
the opportunity to do research 
in an environment where actual 
production occurs.
 Chris Boomsma (Dec.’04) 
worked for a semester for the 
U.S. Department of Energy at 
Argonne National Laboratory. 
He is now working toward a 
Ph.D. in crop physiology at 
Purdue University.
 Lindsay Cameron (’04) 
plans to do agricultural 
development work overseas 
or work in plant research or 
horticulture here in the U.S. She 
is currently working at Argonne 
National Laboratory.
Students and local orchard conduct 
pest management research
Chris Boomsma and Lindsay Cameron 
valued not only the hands-on research 
the project provided, but also the op-
portunity to explore environmentally 
safe pest controls.
Eberhard Mueller doesn’t speak English, but 
he found a way to say 
“thank-you.” A German 
blacksmith forced into 
early retirement by cancer, 
Eberhard was one of 
the proud parents in the 
audience at Dordt College’s 
May commencement 
ceremony. Though he didn’t 
understand a word that was 
being said, he knew that his 
daughter, Ulrike (Rikki), 
had been received with 
open arms and hearts at 
Dordt College, and he was 
searching for a way to say 
thank-you.
 Glancing down at his 
program, Mueller noted the 
Dordt College seal, and a 
plan was born. After the 
ceremony, he contacted the 
college’s public relations 
department and was able 
to get a more detailed copy 
of the college seal. Upon 
his return to Werneuchen, 
Germany, Eberhard began 
creating a hammered 
copper replica to present 
to those who had made 
Rikki’s American education 
possible.
 A formal presentation 
of the large copper 
medallion was made to the 
college on August 19, with 
Rikki offering the gift to 
President Carl Zylstra and 
the executive committee 
of the college’s board of 
trustees. Rikki said the 
hammered copper piece 
was created with only a 
chisel and hammer, and that 
her father devoted about 
three weeks to the project. 
German blacksmith
creates lasting tribute 
to Dordt College Performance 
receives special 
recognition
The Dordt College Theater Department recently 
received notiﬁcation of four 
commendations from the 
National Selection Team of 
the Kennedy Center American 
College Theatre Festival 
(KCACTF) for the college’s fall 
2003 performance of All My 
Sons. 
 Nationwide, only ﬁfty-
three college and university 
productions received this 
recognition for special 
achievement in production in the 
2003-2004 academic year. The 
four commendations awarded 
to Dordt College included one 
to director Jeri Schelhaas, from 
faculty and staff colleagues 
for program development and 
production achievement; another 
to Paul Olsen, Sioux Center, 
for his performance as George 
Deever; to Rachel Persenaire, 
Escalon, California, for her 
performance as Ann Deever; and 
to Laura Berkompas, Sunnyside, 
Washington, for her work as 
lighting technician for the 
production.
 All My Sons is the second 
show in Dordt College’s history 
to be invited to perform at 
the Region 5 ACTF Festival. 
In addition, it was the ﬁrst 
Dordt show ever to be held in 
consideration for the national 
festival at the John F. Kennedy 
Center.
Dordt named 
among the best  
Dordt College has been named among the “Best 
in the Midwest” by the 2005 
Princeton Review. The Review 
annually collects data by 
interviewing college students, 
thereby identifying colleges and 
universities that stand out within 
each region of the country. 
Nationally, 706 colleges were 
selected to the Best list in ﬁve 
regions of the country. Dordt 
College was among the 170 
colleges representing the “Best 
in the Midwest.”
 In a “Students Say” proﬁle 
posted on PrincetonReview.
com, one Dordt undergraduate 
wrote, “The student body here 
is the biggest reason that I chose 
this school. There is a general 
attitude of friendship and 
kindness all across campus that 
one cannot miss even if only 







A series of eight Jubilee convocations are being held during this academic 
year as another way to “remember, 
celebrate, and share the vision 
of Dordt College,” says Dr. John 
Kok, dean of the humanities and 
chair of the committee that brings 
outside speakers to campus. The 
convocations are something different 
and “extra-special” for the year of 
celebration, he says.
 President Dr. Carl Zylstra began 
the series at his traditional opening 
convocation of the year. He spoke 
to the entire college community 
on “A Distinctive College with a 
Distinguished Future,” urging the 
college to celebrate its distinctive 
Reformed vision as it distinguishes 
itself by graduating students prepared 
for world-shaking service in the name 
of the Lord of heaven and earth.
 On September 23, Arlin Meyer 
(‘57) spoke at the second of the 
Jubilee convocations. Meyer, a 
member of the ﬁrst class to attend 
Dordt College and professor emeritus 
of English at Valparaiso University, 
delivered a speech titled “Called 
to Serve and Be Children of God.” 
After reminiscing about some of 
his experiences during the early 
years of Dordt College, Meyer 
turned his attention to Dordt’s vision 
and to the people who discovered 
their vocations at Dordt, whom he 
described as “carriers of the vision 
and purpose, and ambassadors for 
their school.”
 Luke Schelhaas (’96) was the 
third guest. Schelhaas, under the title 
“Showing Up with a Vision,” talked 
about the joys and challenges of 
working as a Christian in Hollywood. 
Since graduating, Schelhaas has 
been a writer and producer on CBS 
Television’s Touched by an Angel and 
is presently a writer and co-producer 
on the WB television network’s 
Smallville.
 The remaining six addresses, 
which will be spaced throughout 
the academic year, feature speeches 
by Lawyer Gail Jansen, Reverend 
Harold Trulear, Dr. Nicholas 
Wolterstorff, Dr. John Hulst, and Dr. 
James Buswell.
In an effort to raise awareness of the Dordt College Jubilee celebrations, the college commissioned Art Profes-
sor David Versluis to design a ﬂoat that could be pulled in regional parades during the summers of 2004 and 
2005. Alum John Den Boer, an architect presently practicing in North Carolina, drafted the blueprint, and 
Paul Kroese from Dordt’s maintenance department and Jim Van Ry from the theatre arts shop built the ﬂoat. 
Dr. Carl Zylstra is pictured in this photo.
Float parades through Tri-state area
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Dr. Arlin Meyer ('55), a member of the ﬁrst 
class at Dordt College, gave the ﬁrst invited 
convocation address of this Jubilee year.
The hammered copper seal was created by Eberhard Mueller of Ger-
many with only a chisel and hammer. “If you make a mistake, you can’t 
erase it,” says his daughter, Rikki, who graduated from Dordt College 
last spring. Her father, a former blacksmith, devoted about three weeks 
to the piece, which was presented to Dordt College President Carl Zyls-
tra as a thank you for the welcome Rikki had received here.
The Agriculture Stewardship Center raised ten acres of ﬂax this summer as part of a cooperative research project with Iowa State University. The organic ﬂaxseed was 
processed at an organically certiﬁed facilty operated by Spectrum Organic Products, a leading supplier of ﬂaxseed and oil.
Sally Jongsma
For years we talked about ourselves as a young department, says Dr. Ron Vos, chair of the agriculture 
department. Following recent celebrations 
of their twenty-ﬁfth anniversary, Vos and his 
colleagues in the department realize that they 
have come of age.
 “It’s been a time of change, growth, and 
maturation,” Vos says.
 Dr. Duane Bajema, who was the first 
faculty member in a department that has 
grown to include five Ph.D.s, cites the 
department’s expansion into plant and 
animal science as well as a recently added 
emphasis in agricultural missions as 
evidence of the growth. The program began 
with only a general agriculture and an agri-
business major.
 Bajema also points to the growing 
diversity of the department’s majors. “We’re 
probably more diverse than any other 
department on campus,” he says. The list of 
more than eighty majors includes the names 
of students from a variety of ethnic groups, 
denominations, and countries.
 “That’s because we are unique,” says Vos. 
Dordt College is one of less than a handful of 
Christian colleges that offer a comprehensive 
agriculture program within a strong general 
education program. Recent graduate and 
French horn player Carolyn Langley, 
for example, was looking for a Christian 
college that had an agriculture program and 
a strong music program. She found Dordt 
online. After doing an internship at ECHO 
in Florida, she is now working as seed bank 
coordinator at ECHO.
 Raymond Mutava, a third-year student 
from Kenya, is enrolled at Dordt this year 
after attending an agricultural conference 
in his country last year at which Vos spoke. 
He was originally thinking about going to a 
school in Minnesota, but after he heard about 
Dordt’s agriculture program, he asked why 
he would go to a state school when there was 
a Christian program he could attend.
 The Dordt College agriculture program 
is unabashedly direct in its approach to 
agriculture: “The earth is the Lord’s, and we 
are its caretakers,” says Vos. That means that 
agricultural practices must show respect for 
the land and for creation’s resources first of 
all. The word they (and many others) use is 
“sustainable.” For department members, that 
means practices must be economically viable 
and environmentally sound, socially just, 
and promoting the health of both human and 
non-human life.
 Vos and Bajema say that students will get 
a very strong education in agriculture—even 
if they can’t choose specialized upper-level 
courses in areas like forestry or salmon-
raising that they might find at a state school. 
The Dordt College agriculture department 
has worked cooperatively and has earned 
the respect of faculty in other agriculture 
departments at places like Iowa State 
University who realize that Dordt College 
can do things they can’t because of its size 
and its program. In contrast to large land 
grant universities, students at Dordt College 
get individual attention from their teachers 
who are professors with Ph.D.s rather than 
graduate students. 
 Presently the Dordt agriculture major 
offers emphases in animal science, plant 
science, general agriculture, agri-business, 
and ag missions.  The department is 
investigating the possibility of offering an 
emphasis in agricultural education. Two of 
the faculty members also lead cross-cultural 
courses in South America and Eastern 
Europe.
 Dordt agriculture students live in a 
thriving agricultural community that leads 
the nation in swine production and ranks 
high in dairy and beef production, and 
they are challenged to think about issues in 
agriculture through the eyes of faith as they 
live and as they learn with other Christians. 
The large number of veterinarians, beef, 
hog, and sheep processing facilities, and 
agricultural businesses that cooperate and 
contribute to the Dordt ag program provide 
additional opportunities for students.
 Just as the department has grown and 
changed since it began over twenty-ﬁve 
years ago, it continues to do so as knowledge 
about farming increases and as practices 
change.
 A major change happened this fall 
with the sale of the land housing the 
dairy operation to Trans Ova Genetics. 
The current facilities needed major 
and costly renovations to update them. 
Selling the property to Trans Ova opens 
up opportunities for cooperation that will 
beneﬁt students. Proceeds of the sale can 
be reallocated to provide new facilities on 
other parts of the Agriculture Stewardship 
Center property. And in place of the current 
outdated facilities, the department will enter 
into agreements with area farmers to give 
students direct exposure to and experience 
with a range of farming methods and 
operations.
 “The ASC was started as a production 
facility,” says Vos. “The sale partly 
recognizes our emphasis on training rather 
than producing.”
 Dr. Charles Adams, dean of the natural 
sciences, adds, “We’re losing some 
infrastructure—most of which we didn’t 
need and which was costing us a lot of 
money. What we do need we’ll replace.” The 
college is currently looking at renovating 
a farm adjoining the ASC property that the 
college received in a bequest last year. 
 “We need a farm ‘classroom’ in addition 
to the land we work,” Adams says. The 
college is reevaluating what equipment it 
needs to own and how it can cooperate with 
local farmers to give students a rich learning 
experience. 
 Change will continue to knock at the 
department’s door, but its basic premise 
remains clear: training students to be 
stewardly caretakers of God’s world. That 
commitment forces the department and the 
college to question both traditional ways 
of doing things and new practices and 
technologies. One of the big issues today is 
how stewardship and sustainability can be 
compatible with biotechnology.
 Asking that question shows something 
about Dordt’s program, says Dr. Wes 
Jamison, director of the Agriculture 
Stewardship Center and member of the 
agriculture department. It demonstrates a 
principled concern to be living what they 
believe. Jamison believes that “responsible/
sustainable/Christian” agriculture and 
biotechnology are not incompatible with one 
another, although he is quick to acknowledge 
that the way they are often practiced is.
 Adams believes that an emphasis on 
sustainability grows out of a general sense 
of stewardship—don’t waste but care for, 
enable the non-human creation to be what 
God created it to be. Although sustainable 
biotechnology seems like an oxymoron, 
Adams says “No, it is not.” He believes we 
should not just preserve creation but develop 
and sustain it.
 Vos and Bajema agree that biotechnology 
and sustainable agriculture can coexist, 
but believe there are many questions to 
ask and answer. These issues will continue 
to be prominent in the years ahead, and 
the department will continue to wrestle 
with them. They’ll have their students do 
likewise.
“The earth is the Lord’s” guides ag program
The ﬁelds were 
abloom at 
Dordt
Motorists driving past ﬁelds at the Dordt College Agriculture 
Stewardship Center this 
summer, did a double take and 
sometimes even stopped to 
look at the fields of blue. Entire 
ﬁelds were abloom with flax.
 It’s an unusual sight 
today, even though only two 
generations ago growing flax 
was not uncommon. The linseed 
oil it produced was a main 
ingredient in paint, and farming 
was more diversiﬁed then. But 
ﬂax is making a comeback, 
as the nutritional value of its 
pressed oil is touted.
 The fields of flax this 
summer were part of a 
research project done at the 
Agriculture Stewardship 
Center. Dr. Ron Vos was 
told by Dr. Margaret Smith 
from Iowa State University’s 
School of Agriculture about 
an opportunity to grow and 
compile data on organic flax 
that would be processed at 
a certiﬁed organic plant in 
Cherokee. 
 The flax was grown 
and produced for Spectrum 
Organics, a large supplier of 
ﬂax oil supplements.
 According to Vos, the 
agriculture department has 
regular contact with two 
members of the Iowa State 
agriculture faculty, both of 
whom are Christians and 
who have come to respect the 
program at Dordt College. 
They know that Dordt College 
is able to do statistically valid 
research using large scale farm 
equipment at the ASC. 
 Once the fields were planted, 
Sophomore Jennifer Anema 
gathered data on growth and 
harvest activity that can be 
passed on to farmers who wish 
to begin growing flax.
 Such opportunities present 
wonderful opportunities for 
students to gain research 
experience, says Vos. Senior 
Esther Van Mersbergen 
worked on another project 
connected with ISU on triticale, 
conducting research to help 
determine whether other small 
grains could be grown in Iowa 
to help break the weed cycles 
and be fed to livestock.
The photo on the front cover shows 
agriculture department faculty–Wes 
Jamison, Duane Bajema, Ron Vos, 
Chris Goedhart, and John Olthoff–pre-
paring for a pancake breakfast to mark 
the department's 25th anniversary.
Vo i c e  6  
Sally Jongsma
What is biotechnology? That’s a question the Biotech Working Group at Dordt College has been 
wrestling with for most of this calendar 
year. It forms the background for a bigger 
discussion about whether Dordt College 
will begin to offer a biotechnology major in 
the near future.
 Asking that question is important, say 
Dr. Wes Jamison, chair of the group and 
director of the Agriculture Stewardship 
Center, and Dr. Charles Adams, dean of the 
natural sciences. 
 Biotechnology includes a complex set of 
activities and issues. “Too few people are 
engaged in asking questions at this level of 
meaning,” Jamison says, adding, “And too 
often biotech is seen as a quick ﬁx to the 
system, usually driven by a proﬁt motive.”
 Adams believes that deﬁning what we 
mean by biotechnology gives the college 
an opportunity to go back to its Reformed 
theological and philosophical grounding 
to understand how to offer a distinctively 
Christian program and response to the 
complexity of questions, problems, and 
challenges that biotechnology presents. 
Only by doing that will Dordt College 
be able to offer leadership in biotech 
discussions, he believes.
 “This kind of discussion is fun,” Jamison 
says in his hearty and enthusiastic manner. 
“Biotechnology is a real phenomenon and 
there are few prohibitions against it in our 
culture. This is what should be happening 
on college campuses. I’ve never had 
opportunity to engage questions at this level 
of meaning before.”
 “People often want a simplistic set of 
criteria for making judgments,” he says. In 
this and many other issues, what is at stake 
is too complex for easy answers. “It is often 
difﬁcult to understand the nature of freedom 
and grace in such issues,” he adds.
 The working group began with three 
questions: 
• What is biotechnology? 
• What can Dordt College do?
• What should Dordt College do?
 From that discussion the committee 
plans to develop a strategy to direct 
biotechnology efforts in the academic 
program.  
 “We are not going to be doing cutting 
edge biotechnology; we’re going to be 
laying a foundation for students who want 
to work in the area,” says Adams. He hopes 
that as a result of this work they can also 
provide some direction to Christians and 
others who are thinking about these issues 
in the broader community.
 Members of the working group realize 
that the word “biotechnology” itself sparks 
passionate reactions because of popular 
perceptions equating it with cloning 
humans. 
 “It’s a good thing to feel passionately 
about such issues,” says Jamison. We need 
to wrestle hard with issues like transgenic 
manipulation, asking questions like: How 
do physical laws constrain us? Are physical 
laws moral norms? Is it different for plants 
and animals?
 “On the one hand it is simply a part of 
creation that biotechnology studies,” says 
Adams. But once you get into transgenic 
manipulation, the stakes are different, he 
notes. 
 “There is so much potential for 
misdirection,” Adams says, adding that our 
students are in and will choose occupations 
in which they will squarely face such 
issues. He receives literally three or four 
notices a day announcing new programs 
in biotechnology from every imaginable 
institution. “We need to bring our faith 
commitment to the issue and train people 
who can have an impact on our culture.”
 Like technology, Jamison and Adams 
believe, biotechnology can be used for good 
or evil. That’s the challenge they are trying 
to address.
Dr. Wesley Jamison describes the opportunities the arrangement with Trans Ova will bring to Dordt College students. The agreement was signed by Dr. Jan 
Schuiteman of Trans Ova and President Carl Zylstra at a public event on Dordt’s campus.
Dordt College faces diﬃcult
issues in biotechnology 
Students in agriculture, biology, business, chemistry, and engineering will be eligible for doing biotech 





 The Dordt College dairy 
is gone. In September, the 
college sold the portion of 
the Agriculture Stewardship 
Center on which the dairy was 
built to Trans Ova Genetics, 
a local biotech company. In 
addition to the purchase price, 
Trans Ova agreed to work 
with Dordt College in the area 
of biotechnology, providing 
internships for agriculture, 
biology, and chemistry majors 
and participating in discussions 
about biotechnology with the 
college community.
 “We had decided to close 
the dairy earlier,” says Dr. 
Wes Jamison. The decision 
was the result of an evaluation 
of the role of the ASC in the 
agriculture program. The 
outdated dairy did not contribute 
enough to the educational 
program to warrant the costs 
connected with keeping it 
running.
 “To be good stewards, we 
began looking for someone who 
could use the facilities. We were 
open to many options,” says 
Jamison.
 At the same time Trans Ova 
was looking for replacement 
facilities. “It was a natural 
match,” says Jamison. The plot 
of land offered a bio-secure 
location since it is surrounded 
by animal-free land. It also 
borders ASC land, making 
cooperation and internship 
opportunities convenient.
 Although the arrangement 
happened as Dordt College is 
studying whether to offer its 
own biotech program, the two 
developments are separate from 
one another. Whether or not a 
biotech major or emphases are 
offered, agriculture, biology, 
business, chemistry, and 
engineering majors can take 
advantage of the internship 
opportunities offered by Trans 
Ova. The college and Trans Ova 
are open to new opportunities 








Two professors and two students at Dordt College 
were named contest winners 
in the 2004 Iowa Poetry 
Association competition and 
will be published in the Lyrical 
Iowa 2004 anthology.
Mike Vanden Bosch, emeritus 
professor of English, took 
the top prize, in the adult 
general category. There were 
1100 entries in this division. 
Receiving the Special Award for 
First Time Entrant was Jerelyn 
Schelhaas, instructor of theatre 
arts.
 In the college division, two 
Dordt College students claimed 
ﬁrst and second place. Julie 
Perkins, a senior English and 
Language Arts major from 
DeMotte, Indiana, was ﬁrst 
out of ﬁfty-two entries, while 
Matt Bakker, a 2004 graduate 
in environmental studies from 
Manitoba, Canada, took second.
This year more than 2800 
contest entries were submitted, 
with 309 selected to be included 
in the poetry association’s 
59th anthology.  The Iowa 
Poetry Association is a not-
for-proﬁt organization seeking 
to encourage and improve the 
quality of poetry written by 
Iowans.
Scholarship for 
teachers to be 
added next year
The Henry and Sadie Buteyn Family Teacher 
Education Scholarship will 
be available next year for 
upperclass students who have 
been accepted into the teacher 
education program. According 
to the agreement, “applicants 
must show a strong commitment 
to Christian education.” The 
Buteyns were long-time 





A wall of art, a celebrative new play, a festive choral and instrumental  work, and a grand set of organ 
improvisations all relating to the theme of 
Jubilee are debuting on the Dordt College 
campus this year. 
 The first to go public and the most 
visible of the four art works commissioned 
for Dordt’s Jubilee celebration this year, 
is the piece titled “The Space Between: 
Jubilee 2005.” Created by Art Professor 
Susan Van Geest, it was hung in the library 
during the opening week of classes this fall. 
 Van Geest, who works primarily with 
constructions made out of natural materials, 
began with the idea of fifty pieces for the 
ﬁfty years of Jubilee. The pieces were to be 
independent works, some large and some 
small, reﬂecting years of both leanness 
and abundance, she says. She also wanted 
to reﬂect the many different aspects of 
the college, from academic disciplines to 
residence life and the physical campus.
 “I wanted the whole to be made up 
of many parts, representative of many 
lives invested in the college, of many 
contributions, all of which are visible, yet 
all a part of something greater,” she says.
In the work, the individually framed 
pieces show something about individual 
limitations but also how together the 
parts contribute to the whole, often in 
unexpected ways. The same is true of the 
Dordt community. How we connect to each 
other and to previous accomplishments and 
contributions is signiﬁcant, says Van Geest.
 “The spaces between are used by God 
who works through history and uses us 
for his larger purposes,” Van Geest adds. 
“While we work, we are often unaware of 
how we fit into the larger image, but we 
know we work with purpose and direction.”
  The spaces between are important as 
resting spaces, says Van Geest.  Jubilee is a 
time of resting and thanksgiving.
 Van Geest collected many of the 
materials for the work from around the 
campus and in the Sioux Center area. 
 “There is history in the material itself,” 
Van Geest says. Included in her work are 
pieces of rusted metal that Brian Mellema, 
an electrician on the maintenance staff, 
found in the tunnels beneath campus. Old 
library books and piano parts have also 
found their way into the work. There’s even 
a piece from the wedding invitation of one 
of her art students. 
 Butterﬂies appear several times in the 
individual parts of the piece. “Butterﬂies 
are fragile, illustrating the brevity of life. 
Yet their intense color can be a symbol 
for what our lives can be. But they don’t 
last forever, and neither do we,” says Van 
Geest.
 “I hope people enjoy spending time with 
the piece, pondering its ideas, enjoying the 
images. It is intended to be a meditative 
piece that I hope people will visit many 
times and see different possibilities the 
more they view the work,” Van Geest says. 
 The premiere performance of “Lord, 
You Have Been Our Dwelling Place,” by 
Professor Emeritus Dale Grotenhuis, was 
performed at the fall music festival during 
Parents’ Weekend in October to a packed 
and appreciative house. The text is taken 
from the Psalms (89, 90 and 100), and 
speaks to God’s faithfulness through the 
ages. The work is written for mixed choir 
and orchestra and includes winds and brass. 
The choir included the Concert Choir, 
Chorale, and Women’s Chorus.  
 Also in October, Dutch organist Sietze 
de Vries traveled from the Netherlands to 
perform the third work commissioned in 
celebration of Dordt’s Jubilee year. The title 
of the piece is “Laudate Dominum” and 
is based on Psalm 150, the psalm that is 
inscribed on the front of Dordt’s Casavant 
organ. The piece not only celebrates the 
ﬁftieth anniversary of Dordt College, 
but also the twenty-ﬁfth anniversary of 
the organ. The concert choir sings twice 
between the six organ settings of the 
psalm. These settings are titled, “Bach,” 
“Buxtehude,” “Krebs,” “Duprê,” “Britten,” 
and “Neo-Buxtehude.”
 Sietze de Vries is an active concert 
organist from the Netherlands, known for 
his improvisational work. He has won more 
than a dozen organ competitions, many in 
improvisation. He has also recorded many 
CDs and has written extensively about the 
psalms.
 The final commission to be performed 
this academic year will be the spring 
production of Jubilee! A Comedy in Five 
Acts written by Steven Wiersum (‘86). 
Wiersum’s comedy, which was one of 
nine submissions, all from Dordt College 
alumni, won the $1500 first prize in a 
competition announced a year ago and 
awarded in September. 
 As director of the spring production, 
Theatre Arts Professor April Hubbard says 
she was very pleased with the quality of the 
plays submitted and is looking forward to 
bringing Wiersum’s work to the stage.
 “The strength of the play is its strong 
sense of community,” she says. The play’s 
setting is a German community fighting to 
keep its church from being replaced by a 
strip mall.
  “It has some wonderfully humorous 
lines,” says Hubbard. “The great thing 
about a comedy is that it allows us to 
celebrate our weaknesses as well as our 
strengths.”
 Choosing the winning play was not 
easy, says Hubbard. “When I was told 
that I would direct a new, commissioned 
play this spring, I was a little worried. 
But after reading the plays that were 
submitted—even before we selected the 
ﬁrst place play—I became excited about the 
opportunity.”
 Directing a new work is challenging 
but exciting,” Hubbard says. It gives 
her the opportunity to come up with a 
completely fresh approach. However, she 
loses the beneﬁt of drawing on what others 
have done. She is happy that the cast can 
be made as large as she wants it to be by 
adding singers to the two choirs written 
into the script, one of which will include 
community children in the children’s 
choir. And she’s conﬁdent that this 
commission, like the others, will be a good 
way to celebrate Dordt College’s Jubilee 
year.
Commissioned art celebrates 
ﬁfty years of blessings
Nine Dordt College alumni submitted manuscripts to the 
Jubilee Play competition. “It was 
exciting to see how each dealt with 
the Jubilee theme so differently 
and yet so creatively,” says Theatre 
Arts Professor April Hubbard. Three 
prizes were given and two honorable 
mentions named:
First place: Jubilee! A Comedy in 
Five Acts by Steven Wiersum (‘86) 
Elmhurst, Illinois
Second place: Jubilee: A Play 
in Three Acts by Lynn Otto ('84) 
Newberg, Oregon
Third place: Superalive by Jason 
Vande Brake (’02) Irvine, California
Honorable Mention: Celebration 
by Clarence Deelstra ('84) Seattle, 
Washington
When I Wake Up Smiling: A Play in 
Five Acts by Jonathan Horlings (Dordt 
College senior) Bradford, Ontario 
Prizes awarded in Jubilee 
Play Competition
“The Space Between: Jubilee 2005” celebrates individual lives and contributions that over the years have 
made Dordt College something greater than the individual parts.
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Witness pictures thirty 
heroes of faith
The idea for Witness had been in Norman Matheis’s head for years before he actually put his brush to 
the easel. When he did begin to paint, it 
was because he was inspired by “heroes 
of faith” like those named in Hebrews 11. 
He believed that putting a face to these 
heroes might inspire others—believers and 
unbelievers—to serve the Lord and Maker 
of the universe. 
 Matheis began the paintings for this 
book in 2002, with no deﬁnite plans for 
what to do with them. “I was simply 
enjoying myself and thought I’d see what 
happened,” he says. As he does for all of 
his paintings, Matheis spent a great deal 
of time trying to understand each subject 
before he began painting.
 “I read each story a few times—
actually a few hundred times,” he says, 
“looking for clues to what the person 
would look like.” Some of the faces 
came to him right away. Some came 
from sketches he had made earlier. Some 
were redrawn a couple of times. Some he 
thinks he might do a bit differently if he 
were starting over. His goal was to create 
characters that viewers could connect with 
and so feel a kinship with their lives of 
faith and struggle.
 Drawing from his extensive knowledge 
of art history and his unﬂagging review of 
art magazines, Matheis painted characters 
who inhabit the time in which they lived, 
but who will also engage modern reader-
viewers. 
 Matheis knew from the start that he 
wanted text to accompany his paintings. 
He approached Syd Hielema after hearing 
him preach several times. Matheis wanted 
someone who shared his understanding of 
Scripture to write pieces that would capture 
the character of the people he painted. 
Together Matheis and Hielema selected ten 
Old Testament, ten New Testament, and ten 
more contemporary “witnesses.”
 Hielema's use of the ﬁrst-person voice to 
tell each story helps accomplish Matheis’s 
goal of making these biblical characters real. 
But it was not a conscious decision at ﬁrst.
 “Out of the ﬁrst ten I wrote, nine were 
in the third person and only one in the 
ﬁrst person,” says Hielema. But they soon 
agreed that using the ﬁrst person made it 
easier to identify with the person in the 
painting.
 “Doing so raises real questions of 
appropriateness, though,” Hielema says, 
feeling the burden of putting words in 
the characters’ mouths. To deal with 
this problem he tried to use other parts 
of Scripture to corroborate what was 
happening in his short descriptive vignettes.
 “There is a striking difference between 
modern literature and Scripture in that 
literature puts you inside a character. The 
Bible rarely does that,” Hielema says. But 
because people have become accustomed to 
that approach, Hielema and Matheis decided 
to be faithful to the text and yet adapt 
to today’s expectations in order to reach 
readers.
 Like Matheis, Hielema hopes the book 
will be a devotional resource for many, used 
by children as well as adults.
Norman Matheis 
has been an artist 
all of his life. He 
began teaching art 
at Kendall School 
of Design in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, 
and later joined the 
faculty of Calvin 
College. In 1977 
he moved to Dordt 
College to help set up 
the art program. Retired from teaching since 
1989, Matheis continues to create art.
Syd Hielema is an associate professor 
of theology and youth ministry at Dordt 
College. Before coming to Dordt in 1996, 
he served as a high school teacher and 
youth pastor in Southern Ontario.  He also 
serves on the Children and Youth Advisory 
Council of the Christian Reformed Church.
You can purchase 
both Witness and 
Celebrating the 
Vision through 
the Dordt College 
bookstore. Witness 
sells for $22; 
Celebrating the 
Vision sells for 
$30. The books will 
also be sold at each 
Jubilee event to be 
held around the country this year. The books 
will be sold there for $19 and $25 or $40 
for the two of them, and can be purchased 
by credit card. Prices include sales tax. If 
you wish to order either book through the 
bookstore you can email bookstore@dordt.
edu or call 712-722-6420 or write: Dordt 
College Bookstore, 498 4th Ave NE, Sioux 
Center, IA 51250
Matheis Hielema
This Jubilee volume of collected essays 
celebrates Dordt College’s 
ﬁrst ﬁfty years of service in 
the kingdom of God. Dordt 
College exists to help students 
grow in wisdom and insight so 
that they can live a ﬂourishing 
life in God’s world. Our goal 
is to teach them to think 
critically and to judge wisely 
as they learn how God’s 
creation works, how things ﬁt together, 
and what their calling is. 
 Dordt College is committed to 
understanding creation through the 
liberating light of Scripture. We want to 
be an institution of Reformed, Christian 
learning for the beneﬁt of both students 
and the broader community. We try to do 
this by providing serviceable insight that 
prepares students for knowledgeable, 
competent, and caring service in all 
aspects of contemporary life. This 
volume provides a window on 
the Reformed perspective 
that permeates Dordt’s 
curriculum and campus.
 Many areas of life 
and their related academic 
disciplines are represented 
in this volume. The ﬁrst two 
chapters are actually policy 
statements by the college 
that deﬁne its educational 
task and the curricular 
framework within which we 
seek to work. The other chapters were 
written by present and retired faculty 
members from a broad variety of 
disciplines. They attempt to illustrate in 
an accessible manner the implications of 
Dordt’s Reformed perspective for some 
of the programs and disciplines that 
make up its curriculum. About half of the 
chapters were written speciﬁcally for this 
volume; the others, as indicated, were 
published ﬁrst elsewhere.
Celebrating the Vision:






American School & University’s 14th annual 
Educational Interiors Showcase 
named the Dordt College 
Campus Center as one of the 
six best student centers/service 
areas designs for colleges in its 
August 2004 issue.
 The 2004 Educational 
Interiors Showcase features 
a collection of school 
interior designs from nearly 
100 assorted projects in 
fourteen categories ranging 
from administrative areas to 
auditoriums, classrooms, and 
residence halls.
 A jury of three architects 
evaluated educational facility 
interior design projects based 
on everything from the design’s 
performance and sustainability 
to comfort, adaptability, and 
timelessness.
 The Dordt College Campus 
Center was designed by 
Neumann Monson Wictor 
Architects and was completed 
in July 2002. Judges 
commenting on the 104,000 
square foot campus center 
said it truly provides a place 
for campus interaction. Two 
other Iowa institutions also had 
projects named to this year’s 
Educational Interiors Showcase: 
University of Iowa’s Currier 
Residence Hall dining area 
renovation and University of 
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Al Mennega Honors Scholarship 
Julie De Berg
Alice DeGraaf Memorial Scholarship
Arthur Dirksen






Laura Anne Birchard 
Mark Andrew Bonnes 
Sara Rose Burgin 
Callie Rose Lisa Christensen 
Andrea Lynn Collier
Lacy Kay Cummings 
Rachel Joy Daale 
Mindy Marie Droge 
Kerri Lynn Ewald 
Matthew Adam Goodyk 
Stefan David Griess 
Sarah Jo Hoogendoorn 
Dawn Rachelle Koops 
Cheryl Faye Korthuis 
David Paul Lammers 
Mark Richard Ligtenberg 
Joanna Christine Noordhof 
Leesa Marie Schmidt 
Brian John Smit 
Sara Marie Top 
Johanna Renae Van Hofwegen 
Erica Joy Vande Kamp 
Carmela Ruth Vanderploeg 





Bomgaars Scholarship  
April Boogerd
Boot Family Study Abroad Scholarship
Amanda Vanderploeg











Daniel Oosterman Memorial Scholarship
Myron Kamper






Dordt College Foreign Language 
Department Study Abroad Scholarship
Karen Elgersma
Dordt College Social Work Scholarship
Erin Herring






EDA, Inc. Engineering Scholarship
electrical - Josh Boerman
mechanical - Nathan Dockter














(continued on page 11)
Sally Jongsma
Business Professor Gary Vander Plaats, the recipient of the 2004 John Calvin Award, says he takes 
great pleasure in making difﬁcult topics 
simple. It’s just one of the things that drew 
him to teaching. While working on his 
M.B.A., he was introduced to teaching 
as a teaching assistant. Later, as a C.P.A. 
with a young and growing family, he 
taught evening courses to help make ends 
meet. But perhaps one of his biggest 
motivations was to do for others what 
his professors—Henry De Groot, Bob 
Hilbelink, and John Visser, former and 
current colleagues in the Dordt College 
business department—had done for him: 
give direction to his life.
 A person’s impact may not always 
show right away, he says, using himself 
as an example. It wasn’t until he began 
teaching at a school from another faith 
tradition, bumping against ideas that 
didn’t stack up to what he’d been taught, 
that he began to think more carefully 
about what he believed. In Vander Plaats’ 
recollection, it was that college’s implied 
notion that a good Christian should give 
up all he had and give it to the poor that 
troubled him.
 “From my Reformed outlook I believed 
that Christian business people need to 
work for the poor but they do that by 
staying in business and running a good 
business,” he says. That’s the message 
he wants to convey to his students, the 
Kuyperian notion that every square inch, 
including business, is fertile ground in 
which Christians should be working.
 Vander Plaats says that not all 
Christians, even all Reformed Christians, 
agree on what a Christian approach 
to business means in detail, but his 
overarching goal is that his students catch 
a vision of the kingdom of God and begin 
to understand what stewardship is all 
about. Christians need to be in business, 
he says, because it is rightly claimed by a 
sovereign God who reigns over all.
 Vander Plaats believes that economic 
growth is good and proﬁtability is 
necessary, but that ﬁnance is only a tool 
to a bigger end. Accumulation of personal 
or stockholder wealth is not the goal for 
the Christian business person; it is being a 
faithful steward of the gifts God has given 
for the service of his creation.
 At the beginning of his ﬁnance 
class, Vander Plaats highlights that 
important distinction by critiquing the 
presuppositions of the author of the 
textbook, posing in their place his own 
set of presuppositions based on his 
Reformed Christian understanding of 
God’s sovereignty over all of creation. He 
contrasts a secular motivation of proﬁt 
maximization with the Christian’s call to 
glorify God, to use his gifts in a stewardly 
manner, and to love (serve) one’s 
neighbor.
 Those who nominated Vander Plaats 
say that he has made an impact on his 
students just as his professors made on 
him. “He would make you think about 
your life and how to use your gifts,” one 
person wrote. Another said, “Vander 
Plaats frequently used a quote from Martin 
Luther that I still remember from my 
sophomore year, ‘Work is worship.’”
 Vander Plaats is passionate in his 
beliefs and shares them outside of 
his Dordt College classroom, too. He 
regularly teaches business classes in 
developing countries for Christian 
organizations such as World Vision. He’s 
been to China, South Africa, and around 
the world to do so. The experiences only 
beneﬁt his teaching, he believes.
 About the award, Vander Plaats says 
there are many people on campus who 
deserve this award. He believes it is 
relatively easy to stress the notion of 
service in his business classroom, easier 
than it might be in some other disciplines.
 “I feel uncomfortable about being 
singled out,” he says. “It goes contrary 
to the notion of community and the fact 
that we are the body of Christ. We all 
have our contributions to make whether 
it is teaching, maintaining the campus, or 
keeping technology running.” He accepts 
it for all of those others as well.
Vander Plaats stresses a vision of the 
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N E W  F A C U L T Y
 Joining both the math and computer 
science departments is Dawn Wolthuis. 
She earned her 
bachelor’s degree 
from Calvin College, 
and a master’s from 
Michigan State 
University.  “And 
then there is that 
MRS from Calvin,” 
she says, referring 
to her husband 
Thomas, a theology 
professor at Dordt. 
After teaching for 
three years at Calvin, Wolthuis worked a 
variety of jobs in the computer industry 
before coming to Sioux Center, where 
she still is involved with the IT industry, 
writing a book on databases and serving as 
president for Tincat Group, Inc. Wolthuis is 
enthusiastic about information technology 
and mathematics, and says that she looks 
forward to interacting with students, 
“who tend to have a fresh perspective on 
everything.”
 Packiaraj Arumugham, originally 
from Trichy, India, 
joins the faculty as 
a professor of social 
work. In India, he 
has worked as a 
project manager 
in the Christian 
non-governmental 
organization World 
Vision India, and 
then returned to 
Bishop Heber 
College, the institution where he received 
his master’s degree, this time as a member 
of the faculty. He earned his Ph.D. in 2002, 
researching “Inter-




of Vienna, Virginia, 
joins the faculty 
as a professor of 
engineering. Before 
coming to Dordt, he 
earned a bachelor’s 
degree at the 
University of Maryland and did his graduate 
work at the University of Cincinnati. Having 
studied at these large institutions, Dressler 
is looking forward to being part of a faculty 
that, rather than simply pursuing individual 
research, is interested in developing 
“exceptionally trained Christian engineers.”
 Jay Shim, the theology department’s 
newest addition, was born in Seoul, Korea. 
He came to the 
United States at 
the age of 23, and 
after a six-year stint 
in Los Angeles 
earned his M.Div. 
and Ph.D. from 
Calvin Theological 
Seminary before 
returning to Korea 
to teach theology. 
Years ago, says Shim, 
he read the Dordt 
College mission statement and felt a “close 
connection.” Now, back in the United States, 
he is making the connection ofﬁcial, and 
says that he looks forward to equipping 













H & H Van Klaveren Youth Ministries 
Scholarship
Christopher Natelborg
Harker’s Inc. Leadership Scholarship
Erica Smith
Jeremy Westra









Heritage Teacher Education Scholarship
Aaron Shupe










Integrity in Business Scholarship
Angela De Jager
Interstates Electric Computer Science 
Scholarship
David Witt
Interstates Electric Engineering  
Scholarship
Brandon Karlsgodt
Jack Grotenhuis Memorial Scholarship
Lisa De Vries
James Albert Klaver Memorial 
Scholarship
Sheila Otness
James Koldenhoven Theatre Arts 
Scholarship
Amy Blok
Jeanie Zinkand Memorial Scholarship
Jeriel Melgares
Jeffrey A. Alons Theater Arts 
Scholarship
Marcus Roskamp
















Joe’s Ready Mix, Inc. Scholarship
Leah Fedders
John and Frances Bonnema Business 
Scholarship
Scott Beeman
This list will be continued in the next issue.
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Andrew De Young
Orpah Schiebout is, if nothing else, a hard worker. Partway through her senior year, she’s juggling her roles 
as president of Student Forum and a student 
with a full class load. But as a senior, she’s 
doing more than just taking classes and 
doing extra-curriculars. Orpah’s also looking 
to the future—taking the LSAT and GRE, 
applying for graduate schools, and planning 
a wedding for the summer of 2005. And 
she’s not going to slow down any time soon.
 “I spread myself thin,” she admits. “It’s a 
bit of a weakness.”
 But she wouldn’t have it any other way. 
Orpah was driven to succeed from the very 
beginning of her life, raised in Pella, Iowa, 
by hard-working parents and growing up 
with an ambitious bunch of siblings. When 
she came to Dordt College as a freshman, in 
fact, she came with a speciﬁc goal in mind: 
she wanted to become a lawyer.
 “I had always thought that law was a 
higher calling,” she says, shaking her head.  
“I saw so many possibilities with a law 
degree, so many things that I could do.” You 
can tell by the way she says it that she’s not 
quite as resolute now as she was then. Three 
years later, she’s still working with that goal 
in sight, but it isn’t quite as clear as it used 
to be.
 Before coming to Dordt, she says, she 
asked the advice of friends and teachers 
about how best to proceed. Knowing she 
wanted to go to law school after she received 
her bachelor’s degree, they advised her to 
major in something that could loosely apply 
to law; knowing her grades would have to 
be impeccable, they advised her to major in 
something she was good at. Orpah picked 
English and began working toward her goal.
 In her sophomore year, Orpah added 
another goal. At the ﬁrst chapel of the year, 
she heard Amy Vroom, then president of 
Student Forum and a prelaw student, deliver 
a speech to the assembled students.
 “I said to myself, ‘That’s what I want to 
be doing senior year.’”
 After two years as a representative for 
her class on Student Forum, she has reached 
that goal. 
 English major, Student Forum 
president—some might suspect that Orpah 
merely uses these as a way to achieve her 
goals. But to her, literary study is more than 
a stepping stone to law school, and her title 
as president is more than something to put 
on a resume.
 “When I do things, I do them one 
hundred percent,” she says. “I’ve never put a 
class on pass-fail, and I want everything I do 
in the future to be one hundred percent, too.”
 As president of Student Forum, Orpah 
says that giving her all means doing more 
than just relishing the title. She doesn’t 
claim to have a speciﬁc agenda, but would 
prefer simply to talk to people and let them 
use her as a sounding board for things that 
should change on campus. 
 As an English major, she dedicates 
much time to studying, writing papers, and 
interacting with her professors. As a result 
and in spite of herself, she’s fallen in love 
with the major that was supposed to carry 
her into a law career. As law school edges 
closer, a future in literary study is looking 
more enticing.
 “I’m debating between going to graduate 
school for English or going to law school 
like I planned,” she says. “It’s tough, 
because I want to use the gifts that God has 
given me and be able to give one hundred 
percent in whatever ﬁeld I end up.”
 Part of the change, she says, is her 
changing perception of the teaching 
profession, which she now acknowledges 
as a calling just as “high” as law. She had 
excellent high school teachers who equipped 
her to go to college. But at Dordt, it went 
even deeper.
 “Every professor has taught me 
something about myself, something about 
how I can change the world,” she says. 
“They’re not just preparing me for academic 
study. They’re preparing me for life.”
 She says the same about the literary 
texts that she studies in her English 
classes—reading them, analyzing them, 
and writing papers about them is more than 
an intellectual exercise. Inﬂuenced by the 
Reformed perspective of the Dordt College 
English department, she now recognizes the 
relevance of literature in her everyday life.
 “One of the things that I have learned is 
that in every novel, every poem, the author 
captures some truth, even if he’s an atheist. 
The philosophies that challenge Christianity 
just make me stronger. That’s something 
I can carry with me, no matter what my 
situation may be.”
 Orpah has a big decision ahead of her, 
complicated by her plans to marry fellow 
senior Nate Jensema in June. But whatever 
her decision, whatever roles God leads her 
into—wife, lawyer, mother, professor, or 
several at once—she’ll give them her all, 
spread herself thin.
 She wouldn’t have it any other way.
 Cliff Bajema of Spring Lake, Michigan, 
will work as interim campus pastor through 
the end of the 2004-
2005 academic 
year.  Bajema earned 
his Th.M. from 
Calvin Theological 
Seminary, and has 
since served in a 
variety of positions in 
Colorado, Michigan, 
and Wisconsin, 
working both for 
churches and for 
campus ministries in 
those states.  At Dordt, he is helping to “re-
imagine the campus pastor position,” in 
addition to teaching one class each semester. 
Bajema says that he has sensed an already-
blossoming spiritual atmosphere on campus, 
and is excited to be a part of it and do his 
best to encourage it.
 Ruth Harthoorn Kocisko, most recently 
from Washington, D.C., is the ﬁrst faculty 
member in the new 
criminal justice 
program. Kocisko, 
who grew up in 
Northwest Iowa and 
graduated from Dordt 
College in 1976, 
has spent the last 
twenty-two years as 
a court-appointed 
defense attorney in 
Washington, D.C., 
working primarily on 
juvenile criminal cases and child abuse and 
neglect cases.
 David Wilcox is a new instructor for 
the psychology department. After several 
years in the Army 
as an enciphered 
communications 
cryptanalyst, he 
returned to school, 




Seminary, and Liberty 
University. Wilcox 
has a veritable laundry 
list of things that 
drew him to Dordt, not least of which are its 
commitment to the Reformed faith and the 











 Dr. Jim Vanderwoerd, professor 
of social work, and two of his former 
students, Eunice 
Muthengi (’01) and 
Jill (Van Voorst,’01) 
Muilenburg, had 
an article published 
this spring based 
on their experience 
dealing with the 
social ramiﬁcations 
of the sale of a 
trailer park owned 
by Dordt College. 
The reference for 
the article is: Vanderwoerd, J.R., Muthengi, 
E., & Muilenberg, J. (Spring 2004).  “Role 
conﬂicts of BSW students and instructors in 
experiential learning: Lessons from a case 
study,”  Journal of Baccalaureate Social 
Work, 9, 2, pp. 31-46.
 Vanderwoerd was an invited keynote 
speaker at the annual board/ staff retreat 
on May 12, 2004, of Bethany Christian 
Services of Northwest Iowa, South 
Dakota, and Nebraska.  His address 
was titled “In the World But Not Of the 
World: Opportunities and Challenges of 
Government Funding.”
 On October 1, Vanderwoerd presented a 
workshop for college ﬁeld supervisors titled 
“Breaking Barriers: Blending Research and 
Practice.”  The workshop was sponsored by 
ﬁve area social work programs. 
 In May, Dr. Duane Bajema, professor 





an invited guest. 
The theme of the 
conference, which 
took place in San 
Marcos, Carazo, 
Nicaragua, and 
was held at Ave 
Maria College, 
was “Globalization 
and its Effects in Latin America.” The 
colloquium included businessmen and 
other professionals from throughout 
Latin America who are working toward 
developing a transforming vision of 
business for Latin America based on 
Christian principles.
 Dr. Ethan Brue, professor of 
engineering, recently authored a 
chapter in a new book. “The Role of the 
Humanities in Distinguishing Science 
from Engineering Design in the Minds of 
Engineering Students” was published in 
Liberal Education in Twenty-First Century 
Engineering: Responses to ABET/EC/2000 
Criteria, edited by Ollis, Neeley, and 
Luegenbiehl, Published by Peter Lang, New 
York, 2004.
 Brue also presented a paper titled “An 
Integral Approach to Teaching History 
across the Engineering Curriculum” at the 
Annual American Society for Engineering 
Educators Conference in Salt Lake City, 
Utah, in June.
 Over the summer another of Benjamin 
Kornelis’s compositions, “A Song of the 
Virgin Mother,” was published by Harrock 
Hall Music (www.harrockhall.com). The 
composition, which is for women’s voices, 
sets an Ezra Pound translation of a Lope de 
Vega poem to music. 
  Dr. Paul Fessler, professor of history, 
presented a paper at the Society for German-
American Studies (SGAS) Conference 
in New Ulm, Minnesota, last spring. His 
presentation was titled “Back to the Future: 
Comparing New Ulm’s Bilingual Education 
Program to Contemporary Bilingual 
Programs.” 
 Fessler also attended a “Reacting to the 
Past” conference for faculty at Barnard 
College at Columbia University in New 
York City from June 14-17. He served 
on panels and led discussions on how to 
use this pedagogical method in different 
educational settings.  
 Dr. Wes Jamison, professor of 
agriculture, gave an invited talk for the 
University of Georgia 
Department of 
Poultry Science titled 
“Was Chicken Little 
Right? Lessons from 
European Poultry 
Production” on April 
12, 2004.
 Jamison was 
also invited to 
give a presentation 
and paper at the 
Federation of Animal 
Science Societies annual convention in 
St. Louis, Missouri. His presentation on 
July 26 was titled “Cultural and Political 
Considerations of Multiculturalism in 
Poultry Processing Plants.” 
 Jamison and several other faculty 
members–Drs. Wayne Kobes, Ed Geels, 
Chris Goedhart, Charles Adams, and Tony 
Jelsma–attended a conference at Gordon 
College titled “Unbinding Prometheus: The 
Promises and Pitfalls of Biotechnology.”
 Dr. Henry Duitman, professor of music, 
was accepted as one of ﬁfteen to attend the 
California Conducting Workshop with the 
Bakersﬁeld Symphony Orchestra in June of 
this past summer.  The teachers were John 
Ferrer and Daniel Lewis.  Participating 
conductors were from North America, 
Eastern Europe, and Asia.
 Dr. John Zwart, professor of physics, 
spent a week in Lincoln, Nebraska, serving 
as a “Reader” (grader) for the College 
Board’s Advanced Placement physics 
tests.  He joined around 100 other physics 
teachers in grading 76,000 exams taken by 
high school students around the country 
and abroad. Zwart also made a presentation 
at the physics professional development 
evening session that was held during this 
week.
  Dr. John Van Dyk, director of the 
Center for Educational Services, conducted 
a three-day seminar for teachers from ﬁve 
Central American countries in Managua, 
Nicaragua, in late May.
 In June, Van Dyk presented a lecture 
titled “Education for Liberty” at the regional 
AIPESC/IAPCHE conference in Sao Paulo, 
Brazil; he gave three lectures on the history 
of dualism at Seminario Juan Calvino in 
Mexico City, Mexico; and presented a paper 
on reﬂective practice in Christian schools 
at the International Carfax Conference on 
Reﬂective Practice, in Gloucester, England.
  In August, Van Dyk conducted the 
opening orientation sessions for the teachers 
of Calgary Christian School and Trinity 
Christian School in Calgary, Alberta, 
and in September he led a three-day 
seminar for the teachers of Annie Soper 
Christian School in Moyobamba, Peru. 
While there he served as consultant to the 
emerging Altomayo Christian University in 
Moyobamba, Peru.
  Dr. Charles Veenstra’s article 
“Listening Between Arabs and Americans” 
was published in The Listening 
Professional, the annual journal/magazine of 
the International Listening Association. The 
work had been presented at the 2003 ILA 
convention in Stockholm.
 Dr. James C. Schaap contributed a story 
to the recently published book Christmas on 
the Great Plains (University of Iowa Press). 




for  B.J. Haan 
Conference
The dates for this year’s B.J.Haan Conference are set 
for Thursday and Friday, March 
10 and 11, from noon to noon. 
The conference will focus on 
science teaching in grades K-12. 
 Recent B.J. Haan Education 
Conferences, sponsored by the 
Center for Educational Services, 
have focused on relatively broad 
themes, such as the inﬂuence of 
the media on student learning, 
faith development in school 
children, and enhancing social 
and emotional health among 
students. This year and in future 
alternating years, the conference 
will focus on speciﬁc disciplines, 
subjects, or curricular areas. 
 This year’s conference 
on physical and life sciences 
will be of special interest 
to K-12 science teachers, 
administrators, and curriculum 
directors.  Although teams from 
schools are encouraged to attend, 
individuals are also welcome. 
 Join Christian educators to 
explore:
• a Christian perspective on 
science curriculum
• methods of teaching science 
K-12
• assessment and evaluation 
issues





 The new academic year at 
Dordt College shows an increase 
in the number of incoming 
freshmen, an increase in the 
number of transfer students, 
and an increase in the number 
of students returning after a 
semester or more away.
 The total fall 2004 enrollment 
at Dordt College is 1284 students, 
representing thirty-one states, six 
Canadian provinces, and including 
ﬁfteen students from other foreign 
countries. New freshmen number 
347. Thirty-seven students were 
enrolled in Master of Education 
courses this summer.
 A strong retention rate is 
another bright spot for Dordt 
College. “The fact that a high 
percentage of students who 
start here, stay here, indicates 
that student expectations are 
being met,” commented Dr. 
Carl E. Zylstra, president of 
Dordt College. “We continue to 
focus on quality and variety of 
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Faculty Positions August 2005
Dordt College is seeking applications in the following areas: 
Business Administration
Human Resources and other ﬁelds.
Communication
The department is especially interested in applicants with background and expertise in 
visual communication.
Education
Introductory, upper-level (elementary and secondary methods).  
Health, Physical Education, Recreation
Introductory and upper-level courses and some coaching.
Mathematics
    Introductory and intermediate-level courses.
Music
    Preference for organ, church music, and music history.  
   
To learn more about a position and receive application materials, qualiﬁed persons committed to a 
Reformed, biblical perspective and educational philosophy are encouraged to send a letter of interest 
and curriculum vita/resume to:
  Dr. Rockne McCarthy                    Facsimile: 712 722-4496
  Vice President for Academic Affairs                    E-mail: vpaa@dordt.edu 
  Dordt College                     
498 4th Ave. NE   
Sioux Center, IA  51250-1697
Web site: www.dordt.edu/ofﬁces/academic_affairs
Dordt College is an equal opportunity institution that strongly encourages




We’re taking the Jubilee 
celebration on the road in the 
coming months. Plan to be part 
of our remembering, celebrating, 
and sharing as we mark 50 years 
of Christian higher education.
There is no cost to attend, but a free-
will offering will be taken. Please RSVP 
online: www.dordt.edu/jubilee/rsvp or 
call: 1-800-343-6738, option #3. A slide 
show of photos through the years will 
begin one half hour before the show.
October 26, 2004–Boise, Idaho 
Cloverdale United Reformed Church 
Staff attending: Dr. Carl E. Zylstra, Les 
Netjes, Janna Van Swol, Jim Van Ry
October 28, 2004-Zillah, Washington 
Faith Community Christian Reformed 
Church 
Staff attending: Dr. Carl E. Zylstra, Les 
Netjes, Steve Mouw, Jim Van Ry, Arnie 
Koekkoek
November 05, 2004-Bradenton, Florida 
Bradenton Christian Reformed Church 
Staff attending: James C. Schaap, 
Quentin Van Essen, Dave Vander Werf, 
Dianne DeWit
November 06, 2004-Lake Worth, Florida 
Lake Worth Christian Reformed Church 
Staff attending: James C. Schaap, 
Quentin Van Essen, Dave Vander Werf, 
Dianne DeWit
November 09, 2004-Prinsburg, 
    Minnesota 
Unity Christian Reformed Church 
Staff attending: Dr. Carl E. Zylstra, 
James C. Schaap, Les Netjes, Garry 
Zonnefeld
November 19, 2004-Pella, Iowa 
Grace Fellowship Church 
Staff attending: Dr. Carl E. Zylstra, 
James C. Schaap, Janna Van Swol, 
Dianne DeWit
November 21, 2004-Roselawn, Indiana 
Community Christian Reformed Church 
Staff attending: Dr. Carl E. Zylstra, 
James C. Schaap, James Koldenhoven, 
Janna Holwerda
*January 06, 2005-Waupun, Wisconsin 
Bethel Christian Reformed Church
Staff attending: Dr. Carl E. Zylstra, 
James C. Schaap, James Koldenhoven, 
Judy Hagey 
*January 07, 2005-Oostburg, Wisconsin 
First Reformed Church
Staff attending: Dr. Carl E. Zylstra, 
James C. Schaap, James Koldenhoven, 
Judy Hagey
*January 08, 2005-Chicago, Illinois 
Family Harvest Church - Tinley Park
Staff attending: Dr. Carl E. Zylstra, 
James C. Schaap, James Koldenhoven, 
Judy Hagey
*Productions include a student cast.
We're looking for light-hearted 
entertainment for our guests 
as they relax and mingle with 
friends in the Campus Center on 
Saturday afternoon at the Jubilee 
on-campus celebration next 
summer. Minimum rehearsal 
time should not discourage 
participation. If you or a group 
of friends or classmates would 
like to be part of the show, 
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Judy Hagey
Director of alumni relations
In a year when we’re marking Dordt College’s 50th 
anniversary with some 
thirty events across North 
America and preparing for 
the mother of all reunions 
and celebrations next July, 
it’s difﬁcult to think of 
anything other than Jubilee. 
Yet it’s important that we 
not become so caught up 
in the celebration of what 
Dordt has become that we 
neglect to look beyond this 
year. 
 Several years ago George Dehne, the 
president of a research and consulting 
ﬁrm, in an article on the future of private 
colleges, noted some startling demographic 
and economic trends. 
 • The U.S Census Bureau estimates 
that by 2005 people of color will comprise 
ﬁfty percent of the population eighteen and 
under.
 • By 2010 one-third of the nation’s 
youth will reside in one 
of four states: California, 
Florida, New York or 
Texas.
 • Ninety percent of 
families with children 
under twelve expect 
college to be in their 
future, yet roughly seventy 
percent of American 
families have $5000 or 
less saved for each child’s 
education. 
 • The average federal 
Pell grant covered only 
nine percent of private 
education costs in 1998.
     In addition, student 
expectations for their college experience 
are signiﬁcantly different than they were 
for Dordt’s ﬁrst students in 1955. Today 
students are attracted to larger campuses 
with a majority preferring a campus of 5000 
or more. Most students prefer an urban or 
suburban area and an “always open, always 
on” lifestyle. They want dorm rooms like 
their single, well-furnished, electronically 
stimulating rooms at home. They like to be 
with students of similar values and interests, 
yet they are looking for highly personalized 
treatment in the admissions process as well 
as in the classroom. Students and their 
families approach the college decision as 
a consumer, comparison shopping among 
several colleges, and placing a premium on 
time and money. At the same time, there is a 
growing interest and appreciation for values 
and spiritual matters.
 It would be a mistake to ignore these 
expectations. But it would be a greater 
mistake to allow the culture and changing 
expectations to drive our decisions. 
Persistent commitment to its mission and 
perspective is perhaps Dordt’s greatest 
strength and distinction. Our challenge then 
is to present ourselves as a viable, credible 
option in the arena of Christian colleges 
without compromising our mission. 
 Dehne advises colleges to become 
experts in one-to-one marketing, to use 
“real materials,” i.e. faculty, students, and 
alumni “to tell your institution’s story.”  
One of our most important resources for the 
future then, is those who know us best—our 
alumni. You are our past and our future. 
We need you to be the “real materials” that 
testify to the value of Dordt College for 
future generations.
Judy (Vande Hoef) Hagey
A L U M N I  N E W S
We'll be needing you beyond Jubilee
 Kaarlo Hinkkala (’04) received a Schulich 
Scholarship for medical school at the University 
of Western Ontario in London, Ontario. 
The scholarship, in the amount of $80,000 
(Canadian), will be distributed over four years.
 John and Erika (Van Den Hul) Hoogeveen 
(’04, ’02) live in St. Paul, Minnesota. John 
recently started a new job working for Wilkerson, 
Guthmann & Johnson, Ltd., a CPA ﬁrm headed 
by Dordt alum Randy Kroll (’80).
 Christopher Kuperus (’04) began seminary 
training at Westminster Seminary in Escondido, 
California. He plans to ﬁnish in two and a half 
years with a master’s in biblical studies.
 Donna (Van Hofwegen, ’01) Jackson earned 
a master’s degree from San Jose State University.
 Robb Keizer (’01) began a new job as 
a wetland and natural resource scientist at 
Bonestroo, Rosene, Anderlik and Associates in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota.
 Garrett Jones (’03) began a new job with 
Chicago Apartment Finders, an apartment ﬁnder 
service free for anyone looking for an apartment 
in Chicago. Garrett works as one of their 
processing managers, a job that he says “Dordt 
has prepared me very well for.”
 Michael and Leslie (Cowherd) Pastoor 
(’01, ’01) moved to Duluth, Minnesota, in May, 
where Michael is now working for First Horizon 
Pharmaceuticals.
 Allison Van Wyk (’00) received a master’s 
degree in reading/writing/literacy from the 
University of Pennsylvania. She is now working 
as a third grade teacher at Independence Charter 
School, a public bilingual school in the center of 
Philadelphia.
 Tim Van Zee (’00) recently completed his 
MBA at Governor’s State University. He and 
his wife, Sara, moved to Orange City, Iowa. 
Tim started a computer and network consulting 
business called Z Edge Technologies, Inc.
 Daniel and Lisa (Koning) Vos (’99, ’98) live 
in Emo, Ontario. In June, Dan was ordained as 
minister of Emo CRC.
 Kristen Joy Schemmerhorn (’98) 
successfully defended her dissertation and 
received her Ph.D. in mathematics from 
Northwestern University in June.
 Robb Vanderstoel (’97) completed his 
master's in educational ministry at Calvin 
Seminary this May. In August, he returned to 
China to teach English.
 Paul and Irene (Ton) Brandsma (’95, 
’95) live in Abbotsford, British Columbia. 
In September, Paul began a new job with the 
Abbotsford Police Department.
 Paul De Boer (’95) was named a manager at 
the Denver, Colorado, ofﬁce of RGL-Forensic 
Accountants and Consultants, which is one of 
the only accounting ﬁrms in the nation devoted 
entirely to forensic accounting.
 Timothy and Andrea (De Young) Sheridan 
(’95, ’94) moved to Hamilton, Ontario, in July, 
where Timothy is working as director of outreach 
at Hamilton First CRC.
 Jason and Michelle (Veldstra, ’95) Diemer 
live in Campbell River, British Columbia. 
Jason teaches math and physics at North Island 
College, and Michelle is a stay-at-home mom 
for Jocelyn (3) and Emilie (1). They attend 
Discovery Community Church, where Michelle 
is a deacon and a coordinator for the Children’s 
Ministry and the GEMS program.
 Rick Veldboom (’94) works at Chicago 
Christian High School, teaching math and 
coaching varsity boys and girls soccer. This 
summer, he traveled to Australia with an 
American soccer team consisting of fourteen 
college-aged women from across the country. 
They managed nine wins with no losses, and also 
got to do a lot of sightseeing. Rick lives in South 
Holland, Illinois, with his wife Amy, and his 
recently-adopted daughter, Abigail Leigh.
 Corwin and Carla (Van Gorp) Walhof 
(’94, ’94) live in Rock Valley, Iowa. Corwin is 
a swine herdsman on a farm near Inwood. Carla 
is a registered home daycare provider. They 
have three children: Jordan (6), Karissa (4), and 
Allison (2 months). 
 Dale and Valerie (Schiebout, '94) Brown had 
twin boys named Adam and Aaron.  They join 
their brothers, Austin (4) and Alex (2).  Valerie 
taught at Redeemer Christian School in Mesa, 
Arizona, from 1994-2000.  She now stays home 
with all the boys. Her husband, Dale, works for 
Intel Corp. in Chandler, Arizona.
 Arlet Veurink (’89) received her master’s in 
special education from San Jose State University. 
She was also elected to the honor society of Phi 
Kappa Phi. Arlet is the resource director and a 
teacher at San Jose Christian School.
 Theresa (Dykxhoorn, ’87) Pineda works as a 
senior software engineer for Oracle Corporation. 
She lives in Redwood City, California, with her 
husband, Gustavo, and her children, David (15), 
Gus Jr. (3), and Estefano (18 months).
 Dan Vander Molen (’86) was recently 
activated with the Arizona National Guard and 
is set to go overseas in late December. He will 
be working in Kuwait as military police doing 
security and escort missions.
 Doug Westra (’85) successfully defended his 
dissertation and received his Ph.D. in mechanical 
engineering at the University of Arizona in 
Tucson. Doug currently works at the NASA 
Marshall Space Flight Center in Huntsville, 
Alabama. Doug’s wife, Carol, home schools their 
son, Joseph.




lives in Langley, 
British Columbia, 
with his wife, Bev 
(Doppenberg, ’94), 
and their three 
daughters. Matt is 
the vice-principal 
of staff support 
at Fraser Valley 
Christian High School, where he also 
teaches English and coaches track and ﬁeld 
and volleyball.
 Julie Kielstra (’00) lives in Calgary, 
Alberta, where she works part-time in sales 
and marketing while pursuing a master's 
degree in political science at the University 
of Calgary. She serves as the secretary of 
the local board for the Federal Conservative 
Party and on the leadership team for the 
young adult ministry at her church.
 Corey Westra (’97) lives in Sioux City, 
Iowa, with his wife, Anne, and their young 
son, Aiden. Corey is the commissioner of 
the Great Plains Athletic Conference. The 
Westras are active in their church. Sports 
is both a vocation 
and an avocation for 
Corey, as he enjoys 
attending sporting 
events for work and 
pleasure. He also 
enjoys time spent 
traveling with family 




teaches kindergarten at Central Valley 
Christian School in Visalia, California. She 
is the high school youth group volunteer 
at her church and serves on the youth 
committee. In her spare time, Valerie 
enjoys spending time with her family and 
friends and participating in church and 
school activities.
In preparation for the Jubilee 
Celebration, we are trying 
to ﬁnd all Dordt College 
Alumni. Please contact us at 
alumni@dordt.edu if you know 
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A L U M N I  C O U N C I LCan you
help us?
Beimers Kielstra Westra Wigboldy
A L U M N I  N O T E S
 Mark Link (’82) has, for the last nine 
years, been studying a medical disorder called 
commotio cordis, which is death caused by 
a sudden blow to the chest. The blow causes 
victims’ hearts to stop, and they usually die 
before an ambulance can reach them. As a 
serious fast-pitch softball player, Mark was 
particularly interested in the deaths caused by 
softballs and baseballs. His ﬁndings, made 
public in articles published in 1998, 2002, and 
this fall, suggest that the use of age-appropriate 
safety balls could have prevented more than sixty 
deaths from commotio cordis.
 Mark Hubers (’81) of Sammamish, 
Washington, began a new job in late July. He 
is now with Starbucks Coffee, working as a 
functional analyst in their business intelligence 
group at corporate headquarters.
 Fred and Darla (Schoolmeester) Koelewyn 
(’79, ’79) live in Plano, Texas. Fred works as 
vice president of operations for Quality Sausage 
Company, an independent meat processing 
company. Darla is development secretary at 
Prince of Peace Christian School. They have 
three children: Lisa, Joshua, and Sarah.
 On May 16, 2004, Robert Cromwell (’78) 
became pastor of Faith Presbyterian Church in 
Raytown, Missouri, a suburb of Kansas City.
 After twenty-ﬁve years of teaching and 
school administration, Henry and Marilyn 
(Vander Wekken) Vandermeer (’76, ’78) 
are now the Missionary Couple at Lakes 
Community Church.  The church is part of a 
mission organization called Village Missions, 
which sends out missionaries and pastors to rural 
churches. Henry and Marilyn are in their ﬁfth 
year of ministry.
 Mark Vander Hart (’75) taught a course at 
the Evangelical Reformed Seminary of Ukraine, 
located near Kiev. The course was a survey of 
doctrines of pneumatology, ecclesiology, and 
eschatology. After completing the two-week 
course, Mark returned to Dyer, Indiana, where he 
teaches at Mid-America Reformed Seminary.
 Randy Van Zee (’74) participated in the 
Race Across America, a bicycle race that began 
in Pine Valley, California, and ended in Atlantic 
City, New Jersey. Randy, who was one of only 
eight people to ﬁnish the race, posted a time 
of eleven days, sixteen hours, and twenty-six 
minutes.
Marriages 
Ruth Zonnefeld (‘ex 68) and Jerry Boyer    
Jay Lumkes and Melanie Koolhaas (’96), 7/2/04 
Sarah Larson (’96) and Eric Helus, 9/25/04
Deborah Rustenburg (’98) and William Sterling
Andrew Koster and Tricia Rozenboom (’99), 
6/12/04
Chris Rylaarsdam (’99) and Erin Cleveringa 
Katie Haak (’00) and Jeff Baatenburg
Howard Gorter (’02) and Melissa Wergin 
(’02), 6/26/04
Deb Schippers (’04) and Eric Gritter (’05)
In Memory
Edward Van Hal (’66) was killed in a car accident 
on February 20, 2003, just three days after his 
wife Betty was diagnosed with acute myelogenous 
leukemia. Betty passed away ﬁve months later on 
August 4, 2003. Ed and Betty leave behind two 
daughters, two of whom are Dordt alumni: Brenda 
Van Hal (’92) and Sherrie (Van Hal, ’93) Kelly.
Future Defenders
Jeff and Abby (Dekker) De Weerd (’02, ’02), McKenna Marie, 5/19/04
Dan and Katie (Muzzy) Wetherington (’02, ’02), Andrew Kenneth, 6/20/04
Matthew and Lisa (Lubbers) Nuiver (’01, ’01), Madeline Ruth, 4/30/04
Brian and Michelle (Van Someren, ’00) Becker, Nicholas James
Galen and Livija (Shannon) Boerema (’00, ’00), Juliana Marie, 11/26/03
Matthew and Becky (De Vries) Dekkers (’00, ’00), Madeleine Truus, 9/29/03
Darin (’00) and Jonna Fey, Tyson Alan, 6/16/04
Nathan and Marietta (Westra, ’00) Heeringa, Samantha Christine, 5/3/04
Micah and Kelly (Van Arendonk) Nikkel (’00, ’00), Luke Daniel, 3/31/04
Ben and Carla (Geleynse, ’00) Proctor, Jake Douglas, 6/2/04
Arlan (’00) and Ava Vander Woude, Silas William, 7/28/04
Tim and Deborah (Hoekstra) Veenstra (’00, ’00), Caleb Timothy, 6/23/04
Mike and Shawn (Wynia) Meyers (’99, ’99), Mikayla Joy, 3/19/04
Cody and Pam (Kruid) Harskamp (’98, ’96), Bryce Lee, 5/1/04
André and Jessica (Hahn) Kok (’98, ’99), Pieter André, 12/10/03
Andy and Rachel (Bakker) Landman (’98, ’97), Levi Quinn, 9/29/03
Christopher and Amy (Wielinga) Nonhof (’98, ’99), Samuel James, 9/1/04
Shannon and Anita (Van Schepen) Van Wyk (ex ’98, ’98), Austin Lee, 5/26/04
Barry and Jennifer (Los, ’97) Braun, Raina Sophie, 6/5/04
Jonathan and Kristin (Pierik) Markus (’97, ’97), Kailyn Jo, 4/29/04
Travis and Alecia (Koerner) Rayhons (’96, ’97), Nicole Mae, 8/5/04
Mark and Becky (Bartels, ’96) Raymon, Liam Allen, 8/24/03
Shane and Joy (Veenstra, ’96) Scholten, Hailey Greta, 5/28/04
Jason and Michelle (Veldstra, ’95) Diemer, Emilie Eve, 9/30/03
Rob and Julie (Scheffer, ’95) Hager, Cody Rudolph, 6/28/04
Larry and Ellen (Beukema, ’95) Webb, Aidan Nathaniel, 4/03/04
Dale and Valerie (Schiebout, ’94) Brown, Adam Charles and Aaron Conner, 4/15/04
Eric (’94) and Jennifer Gray, Lindsay Joy, 5/6/04
Patrick and Julie (Vanderploeg) Krommendyk (’94, ’96), Bennett David, 5/10/04
Rick (’94) and Amy Veldboom, Abigail Leigh, born 4/19/04, adopted 7/26/04
Corwin and Carla (Van Gorp) Walhof (’94, ’94), Allison Joy, 4/3/04
Greg and Vonda (Sjaardema, ’92) Schiebout, Raeyn Etta, 9/29/03
Ron and Bonnie (Bandstra, ’91) Buit, Seth Abram, 4/28/04
Mark and Melinda (Lachniet, ’91) Homans, Luke Elias, 6/16/03
Rob and Diane (Alsum) Krommendyk (ex ’91, ’93), Isaac William, 6/8/04
Mark and Susan (DeKoter) Dieleman (ex ’90, ’96), Liam Anthony, 12/29/03
Todd and Angela (Zylstra) Vander Molen (ex ’90, ’89), Toby Todd, 6/18/04
Bruce and Elaine (Prins) Wind (’87, ’88), Zachery Samuel, 4/30/04
Greg and Beth (Eiten, ’86) Miller, Ian Douglas, 3/25/04
Doug (’85) and Carol Westra, Benjamin Pierce, 5/26/04
Siabbo and Joann (Beenen, ’84) Verburg, Geneva Joanna, 12/22/03
In preparation for the Jubilee 
Celebration, we are trying 
to ﬁnd all Dordt College 
Alumni. Please contact us at 
alumni@dordt.edu if you know 
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A L U M N I  P R O F I L E
Andrew De Young
Arlo and Heidi (Karges) Bakker (’03, ’03) don’t have the most glamorous jobs at Dordt College. But they 
weren’t looking for glamour.
 “We love Dordt,” says Heidi. Arlo and 
Heidi returned to campus after a year away, 
to run the Humble Bean, the campus coffee 
shop, and to maintain the alumni house, a 
kind of on-campus hotel for friends of the 
college.  “It’s really about a shared vision 
that we’d like to be a part of.  If it’s in big 
visible ways, ﬁne, but if it’s in small ways, 
that’s great too, as long as we can help 
ensure the continuation of that vision.”
 Arlo and Heidi were introduced to the 
vision during their four years at Dordt. 
Arlo, a graphic design major, and Heidi, an 
English major, met and began dating while 
working together on the Canon, a student-
produced literary journal. After graduating 
in 2003, they stayed at Dordt to ﬁnish work 
on the Canon, then headed out to North 
Dakota, where Heidi’s family lived and 
farmed.
 “There was a stonemasonry project 
going on at our house,” Heidi explains.  Her 
parents had undertaken to put a stone wall 
on one side of their house, and the new 
college graduates were enlisted to help, 
in part because of Arlo’s artistic abilities.  
“Dad said to me, ‘I know Arlo has more 
creativity in his little ﬁnger than I have in 
my entire body.’”
 So Arlo stayed on to help during the 
summer and into the next fall, while Heidi 
went to teach high school English in Fulton, 
Illinois. Still unmarried, they nevertheless 
found it hard to be apart. If you asked them, 
they would both call it a “growing year.”
 Arlo calls that year in North Dakota his 
“hermitage.” After completing the stone 
wall for his future father-in-law, Arlo agreed 
to stay on for the rest of the year to help 
out on the farm. His social interactions, 
he says, were limited to Heidi’s family 
and the congregation at the church that he 
attended once a week. Although that year 
was anything but miserable, he still felt the 
pinch of isolation, and couldn’t help but 
think about the Dordt community he had 
just left.
 Still, he enjoyed the work, due in part to 
an interest he had in organic farming, and 
a concern for the dwindling numbers of 
family farms in North America.
 “But if not for my dad, would you be 
interested?” Heidi asks.
 Arlo shakes his head.  “No, I don’t think 
so. That was actually a signiﬁcant factor in 
my agreeing to work there,” he explains. 
“Heidi’s father and I had been talking a lot 
about agriculture, wondering why so many 
families are leaving the farm. We decided 
that more people need to get farming 
experience, so I agreed to stay that year for 
a kind of internship that lasted a full year.”
 Meanwhile, Heidi was facing her own 
challenges in her ﬁrst full-time teaching 
position in Fulton, Illinois. She was the only 
high school English teacher and found the 
work and lifestyle hard to adjust to.
 “I found out all sorts of things about 
myself,” she says. “How can you live 
alone?  How can you teach these classes and 
plan all this without getting burned out?”
 “Or,” adds Arlo, “how can you get 
burned out and then get re-lit?”
 They both struggled that year, trying 
to create connections in their post-college 
lives, putting down roots in new places. 
By the end of that year, however, they 
both discovered that they were already 
much more “connected” than they had 
even thought. The other teachers in Fulton 
did much to support Heidi and make her 
transition as smooth as possible. For Arlo, 
there was Heidi’s family. And after the 
year was through and they were reunited 
back in North Dakota, both Arlo and Heidi 
discovered an invisible support network 
when friends and acquaintances came out of 
the woodwork to help them plan a summer 
wedding.
 The community at Dordt College and 
their connections on campus also came into 
play. During their year apart, Arlo often 
visited Heidi in Fulton, and as he puts it, 
“Sioux Center was a convenient mid-point.” 
He often stopped in Sioux Center, staying 
for a night with a sister in town and coming 
to Dordt to visit with old professors and 
friends. Once, says Heidi, one of the people 
who ran the coffee shop asked if they might 
want to run it in the future.
 “It was just a random comment, and we 
didn’t think much of it at the time,” she 
says. “But it was always in the back of our 
minds.”
 Then, late in the winter of 2004, the call 
came for someone to take care of the alumni 
house. During one of his stops in Sioux 
Center, Arlo spoke to Judy Hagey, director 
of alumni and church relations, about the 
job, and he and Heidi interviewed for it in 
May. Their getting the job, combined with 
the need for someone to run the Humble 
Bean, sealed it: the Bakkers would return to 
Dordt come August.
 Only a couple of months into the school 
year, Arlo and Heidi are already becoming 
familiar faces on campus. Keeping the Bean 
open from one in the afternoon until one 
in the morning, the Bakkers are getting to 
know students both old and new, and when 
they’re not at work in the coffee shop, 
they’re busy keeping the alumni house 
clean and greeting guests of the college. 
They’re busy, but they enjoy the work, 
and believe that, whether they’re serving 
coffee or washing bed sheets, they’re doing 
something important on campus.
 “The Humble Bean plays a signiﬁcant 
role in Dordt’s community,” says Arlo.  “It 
broadens the settings in which students can 
have interaction. There’s such a mixture—
people studying, being boisterous, or just 
coming for some quiet time.”
 “In any campus, there will be groups,” 
Heidi adds.  “But it’s interesting to see how 
those lines blur in the coffee shop.”
 More than anything—more than simply 
brewing a good cup of coffee or blending a 
tasty smoothie—it’s clear that the Bakkers 
want to break down barriers in the coffee 
shop. They say that interacting with people 
from different walks of life, different age 
groups, and different backgrounds helps 
people to examine their own lives. They 
want the Humble Bean to foster interaction 
not just between students of different 
majors, but between students, faculty, 
and members of the larger Sioux Center 
community.
 Compared to their work, then, in the 
Humble Bean, their job at the alumni house 
might seem unexciting. They maintain 
the ample space in the house, making 
sure things are nice when guests arrive 
and cleaning up after they leave. Ask the 
Bakkers, though, and they’ll tell you that 
there’s a little more to this job.
 According to Heidi, “We need to be 
ready at any point—for alumni, or parents 
of students, or any guest—to be a presence 
for the college.”
 And that’s a job they take very seriously. 
Sometimes they get to know guests; 
sometimes guests want to be left alone. But 
they always work hard, and after leaving, 
people almost always comment on how 
nice the house is, and how comfortable and 
welcome they felt there. Arlo and Heidi’s 
work at the alumni house is one more way 
they experience the Dordt community that 
they treasure so much, a community that 
extends well beyond the bounds of the 
campus on Sioux Center’s north side.
 “It’s nice to have a community where 
you’re known a bit,” says Heidi. “Plus, 
Dordt is an institution that can use our 
support.”
 “We both came away from Dordt with 
an appreciation for the vision and goals of 
the college,” Arlo adds.  “Of course that 
will carry over into our work and purpose 
here.”
Arlo and Heidi Bakker can’t stay away
Arlo and Heidi (Karges) Bakker
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